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INTRODUCTION.

T o  c r o s s  a  v a s t  c o n t i n e n t ,  a n d  a  v a s t e r  o c e a n ,  d e m a n d s

a  m o t i v e  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  f o r c e .  W h e n  s u c h  a  j o u r n e y  l e a d s

o n e  d i r e c t l y  a w a y  f r o m  h i s  c h e r i s h e d  h o m e - f r o m  t h e  w i f e

o f  h i s  y o u t h ,  a n d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  w h o  c l u s t e r  r o u n d  t o  l i s p  a

f a t h e r ' s  n a m e - t h e n  s e r i o u s  a f f a i r s  s u r e l y  s h o u l d  b e

s o u n d i n g  a n  i m p e r a t i v e  c a l l  i n  t h e  e a r  o f  t h e  t r a v e l l e r .

I  h a v e  p e r f o r m e d  s u c h  a  j o u r n e y ,  a n d  u n d e r  s u c h

c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

W a s  I  l e d  b y  t h e  r e n o w n  o f  a n c i e n t  I t a l y - t h e  t e e m i n g

p a g e  o f  h e r  i m m o r t a l  s t o r y ?  A h !  n o .  T h e  s m i l e  a r o u n d  m y

h e a r t h  a n d  h o m e  a r e  a  t h o u s a n d  t i m e s  d e a r e r  t o  m y  h e a r t

t h a n  a l l  t h e  d e e d s  o f  d e p a r t e d  h e r o e s .  W a s  t h e r e  a  c h a r m  f o r

m e  i n  t h e  m o u l d e r i n g  r u i n s  o f  p a g a n  t e m p l e s ?  o r  i n  t h e   e l e-

g a n t  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  p a p a l  w o r s h i p ?  o r  w e r e  t h e s e  u n t h o u g h t

o f  i n  t h a t  h o u r  o f  u n t o l d  e m o t i o n  w h e n  I  r e n t  m y s e l f  f r o m

t h e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  p r e s e n t  h a p p i n e s s  t o  s e e k  a n  a l m o s t

u n k n o w n  f u t u r e .

As  a  se rvan t  o f  Jesus  Chr i s t ,  I  was  go ing  to  oppose

"one  who  exa l t e th  h imse l f  aga ins t  a l l  t ha t  i s  ca l l ed  God , "  and

h e l d  a n  u s u r p e d  a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  m a n y  n a t i o n s .

I t a l y  a p p e a r e d  a  d e a t h - w r a p t  l a n d ,  w h e r e  t h e  e r r o r s

o f  a g e s  w e r e  r e a d y  t o  c o m b a t  m y  a t t e m p t  w i t h  g i g a n t i c

p o w e r s .  I  h a v e  n o w  b e e n  t o  t h a t  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  p u b l i s h  t h e s e

l e t t e r s  t o  m y  f a m i l i a r  f r i e n d s ,  a s  a  b r i e f  r e c o r d  o f  m y

m i s s i o n .
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S o u t h a m p t o n ,  J u n e  1 4 t h ,  1 8 5 0 .

MY DEAR SISTER,

Though a lmos t  ha l f  the  wor ld  l i es  be tween us ,  I  hope  th is  b r ie f

record  o f  my  t rave ls  w i l l  reach  you  in  sa fe ty .  Wheresoever  I  may  be  des t ined  to

wander ,  I  sha l l  eve r  remember  those  cha rms  o f  re la t i onsh ip ,  wh ich  may  be

in te r rup ted  on  ea r t h ,  bu t  a re  happ i l y  consec ra ted  i n  you r  bosom,  and  m ine ,  f o r

e te rn i t y :  t hey  seem l i ke  a  go lden  cha in ,  pass ing  ove r  ea r th  and  ocean ,  and

l ink ing  th is  fo re ign  shore  w i th  you  dwe l l ing  in  the  fa r  d is tan t  West .

Reca l l i ng  the  scenes  o f  the  pas t ,  My  mind  rever ts  to  the  19 th  o f

October ,  1840,  when,  in  so lemn s i lence,  I  le f t  what ,  nex t  to  God,  was deares t  to

my hear t  -  my  f r iends ,  my lov ing  w i fe ,  and  l i t t l e  ch i ld ren .  As  I  pursued my

jou rney ,  i n  company  w i th  my  b re th ren ,  many  con f l i c t i ng  fee l i ngs  occup ied  my

bosom -  t he  ga rdens  and  f i e lds  a round  ou r  be loved  c i t y  were  exchanged  fo r  t he

vas t  w i lde rness  wh ich  lay  sp read  ou t  be fo re  us  fo r  a  thousand  mi les .  I f  my  m ind

s t i l l  g lanced  onward ,  the re  was  the  s to rmy  ma in ,  and ,  i n  the  fa r  d i s tan t

perspec t ive ,  a  land  o f  s t rangers  -  the  f ie ld  o f  my miss ion .  We were  has ten ing

fu r the r  and  s t i l l  f u r the r  f rom the  m igh t  magne t  -  HOME!  bu t  we  knew tha t  the

work  in  wh ich  we were  engaged was  to  car ry  l i gh t  to  those  who sa t  in  darkness ,

and  in  the  Va l ley  o f  the  Shadow o f  Dea th ,  and  our  bosoms g lowed w i th  love  and

ou t  tea rs  were  w iped  away .

Some judged  ou r  ho rses  were  too  en feeb led  to  bea r  us  ove r  t he  m igh ty

p la in ;  bu t  when  the  snows  began  to  fa l l ,  w inds  swep t  ou r  pa thway ,  and  enab led

us  to  pass  w i thou t  d i f f i cu l t y ,  wh i le  on  our  r igh t  and  le f t ,  the  coun t ry  was  deep ly

cove red  fo r  hund reds  o f  m i l es .

One  day ,  as  we  were  tak ing  ou r  noon- t i de  mea l ,  and  ou r  ho rses  were

qu ie t l y  g raz ing  on  the  p ra i r ies ,  the  fo l low ing  scene occur red .  A  s ta r t l i ng  shout

resounded  t h rough  ou r  l i t t l e  camp  -  "To  a rms!    To  Arms!   The  Ind ians  a re  upon

us !"   We looked,  and  behe ld  a  spec tac le ,  g rand,  impos ing ,  and  fear fu l .   Two

hund red  wa r r i o r s  upon  t he i r  f u r i ous  s teeds ,  pa in ted ,  a rmed ,  and  c l o thed  w i t h

a l l  t he  ho r ro rs  o f  war ,  rush ing  towards  us  l i ke  a  m igh ty  to r ren t .  I n  a  moment

we p laced  ourse lves  in  a t t i tude  o f  de fence .  Bu t  cou ld  we expec t  w i th  th i r t y  men

to  w i ths t rand  th i s  power fu l  hos t?   Onward  came the  savage  band  w i th

acce le ra ted  speed ,  as  a  m igh t  rock ,  l oosed  f rom the  moun ta ins ' s  b row,  rushes

impe tuous l y  downward ,  sweep ing ,  ove r tu rn ing ,  and  bu ry ing  eve ry  th ing  i n  i t s

course .  We saw i t  was  the i r  i n ten t ion  to  c rush  us  benea th  the  fee t  o f  the i r

foaming  cha rge rs .  Now they  were  w i th in  a  few  paces ,  and  in  ano the r  moment

we shou ld  be  overwhe lmed,  when,  lo !  an  a la rm l i ke  an  e lec t r i c  shock  s t ruck

th rough  the i r  r anks ,  and  s tayed  the i r  ca ree r ,  as  an  ava lance  sweep ing  down  the

moun ta in  s ide ,  s tops  i n  the  m ids t  o f  i t s  cou rse  by  the  power  o f  a  hand  unseen

-  t he  Lo rd  had  sa id ,  "Touch  no t  m ine  ano in ted  and  do  my  p rophe t s  no  ha rm"

I T A L I A N M I S S I O N .

LETTER  I.
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-  t he  Lo rd  had  sa id ,  "Touch  no t  m ine  ano in ted  and  do  my  p rophe t s  no  ha rm"
Many  inc iden ts  occu r red  wh ich  o f ten  ca l l ed  fo r th  the  remark ,  t ha t ,  i n

ou r  pas t  expe r ience ,  t he  hand  o f  t he  Lo rd  had  neve r  been  more  v i s i b l y
man i fes ted .  When  we  a r r i ved  on  the  banks  o f  the  g rea t  M issour i ,  he r  wa te rs
immed ia te l y  congea led  fo r  the  f i r s t  t ime  du r ing  the  season ,  thus  fo rm ing  a
b r i d g e  o v e r  w h i c h  w e  p a s s e d  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e :  t h i s  w a s  n o  s o o n e d
accomp l i shed  t han  t he  t o r ren t  r an  as  be fo re .

On ar r iv ing  a t  Kanesv i l le ,  we were sa lu ted wi th  shout ings,  f i r ing  o f
cannons ,  songs  o f  re jo i c ing ,  and  o the r  demons t ra t ions  o f  we lcome.  Dur ing  the
few days  o f  our  s tay ,  we exper ienced un iversa l  k indness  f rom the  Sa in ts .  I  sha l l
neve r  f o rge t  t he  pa r t i ng  w i th  P res iden t  Hyde ,  and  the  deep  in te res t  he
man i fes ted  fo r  myse l f ,  and  miss ion ,  as  he  gave  me an  a f fec t iona te  fa rewe l l ,  and ,
in  the  fu l lness  o f  h is  sou l  imp lo red  the  Powers  o f  Heaven to  p ro tec t  me f rom
ev i l  i n  tha t  s t rongho ld  o f  supers t i t i on .

I  passed  th rough  Moun t  P isgah  and  Garden  Grove .  A t  bo th  p laces
I  much en joyed  the  soc ie ty  o f  my  o ld  acqua in tances .  I  p roceeded to  Nauvoo.     I
gazed upon i t s  ru ins -  the  d i re fu l  work  o f  mobocracy .  My hear t  s ickened as        I
con templa ted  tha t  once beaut i fu l  c i t y ,  f i l l ed  w i th  the  songs  o f  re jo ic ing ,  and a l l
t ha t  was  good  and  v i r t uous ,  whe re  the  vo i ce  o f  t he  P rophe t  had  sounded  fo r th
u p o n  t h e  e a r s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  t h e  d e e p  a n d  h e a v e n l y  m y s t e r i e s  t h a t  h a d  b e e n
concea led  fo r  ages :  the re  we  had  met  toge ther ,  o f t  re la t ing  the  sad  ta le  o f  ou r
pas t  woes  -  the  b i t te r  cup  o f  pe rsecu t ion  o f  wh ich  we  had  taken  such     abun-
dan t  d raugh ts :  t he re  t he  o ld  and  the  young  had  re jo i ced  t oge the r  i n  t he  b less-
ings  o f  the  new and ever las t ing  covenant .  Bu t  now,  oh ,  how sad  the  change!  -
the  moss  was  g row ing  upon  the  bu i l d ings  wh ich  were  fas t  c rumb l ing  down,  the
w indows  were  b roken  i n ,  t he  doo rs  were  shak ing  to  and  f ro  by  the  w ind  upon
the i r  rus ty ,  c reak ing  h inges ;  the  love ly  Temple  o f  our  God -  once  the  admi ra-
t i on  and    as ton ishmen t  o f  t he  wor ld ,  and  the  hope  o f  t he  Sa in ts  -  was  bu rned ,
and  he r  b lacked  wa l l s  we re  fa l l i ng  upon  each  o the r .  Eve r  and  anon  a  human
head  wou ld  be  th rus t  t h rough  w indows  to  gaze  upon  the  t r ave l l e r ;  bu t  t hese
were  no t  Sa in ts :  the  peop le  who  now dwe l t  i n  those  houses ,  who  wa lked  those
st reets ,  be l ieved not  in  Jesus,  the  son o f  God -  they  were  pro fessed In f ide ls .

Shor t l y  a f te r ,  I  en te red  ano ther  p lace  o f  pa in fu l  i n te res t  i n  the  h is to ry
o f  the  Sa in ts .  I f ,  on  o rd inary  occas ions ,  words  are  too  weak to  convey  the
fee l ings  o f  the  sou l ,  where  sha l l  I  f i nd  the  language  to  por t ray  the  though ts  tha t
ag i ta ted  my mind  as  I  en te red  Car thage?  There ,  bu t  a  few years  be fo re ,  was  a
scene  over  wh ich  my  b reas t  a l te rna te ly  g lows  and  ch i l l s  w i th  ho r ro r  and    i nd ig-
na t i on .  He re ,  an  i n famous  mob  were  imbru ing  the i r  hands  i n  t he  b lood  o f  ou r
be loved  Prophe t  and  Pa t r i a rch ,  Joseph  and  Hy rum.  Oh ,  ea r th !  t hen  f l owed  on
thy  co ld  bosom the  b lood  o f  t hy  nob les t  and  bes t .  Who  were  those  Mar t y red
Ones? Ask  the  min is te r ing  ange ls  f rom on  h igh !  -  Ask  the  demons o f  the  dark
abyss !  -  Ask  the  m igh ty  th rong  whom they  have  gu ided  to  peace ,  knowledge ,
w isdom and power !  And who are  they?  My f r iends  -  the  f r iends  o f  m i l l i ons  -  the
friends of UNIVERSAL MAN.
Over  tha t  gu i l t y  p lace  the re  seemed  to  hang  the  g loom o f  dea th  -  t he  emb lem
of  the  deed  wh ich  was  passed ,  and  the  fo reshadow ing  o f  r i gh teous  re t r i bu t i on .
A l t hough  hung ry  and  f a t i gued ,  no th i ng  cou ld  i nduce  me  to  ea t  o r  d r i nk  among
tha t  accu rsed  and  po l l u t ed  peop le .

In  S t  Lou is ,  we  found  a  la rge  b ranch  o f  the  Church  o f  near l y  4000
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members .  We were  k ind ly  rece ived ;  and  i t  was  de l igh t fu l  to  see  them assembled
in  the i r  spac ious  and  beau t i fu l  ha l l .  The  comp le teness  o f  the i r  o rgan iza t ion
re f lec ts  the  h ighes t  c red i t  upon  the i r  o f f i ce rs .

On the  25 th  o f  March ,  I  le f t  New York ,  on  board  the  "Shannon. "  I  had
a  p leasan t  voyage  over  the  g rea t  wa te rs ,  and  a t  l eng th ,  on  the  19 th  o f  Apr i l ,
came in  s igh t  o f  A lb ion 's  shores .  I  never  behe ld  a  more  love ly  morn ing .
Eve ry th ing  wore  an  enchan t ing  appearance .  A  cheer ing  ca lm se ren i t y  res ted
upon  the  b road  bosom o f  t he  wa te rs .  O ld  Eng land  lay  be fo re  be  besp r ink led
w i th  f a rms  and  mu l t i t udes  o f  human  dwe l l i ngs ,  w i t h  beau t i f u l  hawtho rn
hedges ,  and  new ly  p lowed  g rounds .  A round  abou t  on  the  wa te rs ,  i n  fu l l  v iew,
were  sh ip  o f  a l l  na t ions ;  some pass ing  in  one  d i rec t ion ,  and  some in  ano ther .
In  the  m ids t  o f  th i s  enchan t ing  scene ,  my  fee l ings  qu ick l y  changed  f rom the
h igh-  th r i l l i ng  tone  o f  an imat ion ,  and  fe l l  i n to  pens ive  me lancho ly ,  as  the
though ts  o f  my  l oved  home  c rowded  upon  my  m ind .  S i x  l ong  mon ths  I  had
been  augment ing  the  d is tance  be tween  myse l f  and  those  I  l ove ,  and  s t i l l  I  mus t
con t inue  to  do  so .  Th ings  ce r ta in l y  appeared  s t range  to  me  when  I  t hough t  o f
the  unknown fu tu re  o f  my  m iss ion .  Bu t  the  Lo rd  o f  t he  who le  ea r th  had  sen t
me;  and  in  h is  name I  was  reso lved  ever  to  to  go  fo rward .

On my ar r iva l  a t  L iverpoo l ,  I  was pr iv i leged w i th  the  company o f  E lders
Erastus Snow,  Frank l in  D.  R ichards,  and Pres ident  Prat t ' s  fami ly .  Af ter  leav ing
th is  c i ty ,  I  v is i ted the fo l lowing conferences:  -  Manchester ,  Macclesf ie ld ,
B i r m i n g h a m ,  C h e l t e n h a m ,  S o u t h  C o n f e r e n c e ,  L o n d o n  a n d  S o u t h a m p t o n .
Pres iden ts .  o f f i ce rs ,  and  members  rece ived  me w i th  k indness ,  and  con t r i bu ted
l i be ra l l y  t owards  my  m iss ion ;  and ,  t hough  I  have  no t  had  the  oppor tun i t y  o f
v i s i t i ng  Cambr ia ' s  h i l l s ,  the  Welch  b re th ren  have  sen t  dona t ions  w i th  a l l  tha t
nob leness  o f  sou l  wh ich  g ives  unasked .

How changed  my  fee l ings  f rom what  they  were  some e igh t  years  ago .
Then,  I  m igh t  say ,  I  en te red  Br i ta in  a  lone ly  fo re igner ,  unacqua in ted  w i th  the
manners ,  laws,  cus toms,  and ins t i tu t ions  o f  the  count ry .  Now,  I  fe l t  myse l f  com-
pa ra t i ve l y  a t  home .  Many  who  were  my  ch i l d ren  i n  t he  Gospe l  su r rounded  me
as  I  passed  th rough  those  con fe rences  where  I  had  fo rmer l y  l aboured .  I  a l so
had  the  p leasu re  o f  see ing  men  whom I  bap t i zed  on  my  fo rmer  m iss ion ,  now
preach ing  the  Gospe l ,  and  p res id ing  ove r  impor tan t  con fe rences .

The  t rave l le r  i n  the  Deser t  somet imes  f i nds  a  g reen  spo t  wh ich  s tands
in  deep  con t ras t  t o  t he  ba r renness  o f  su r round ing  na tu re .  Eng land  appea rs
thus  now I  am about  to  leave  i t s  shores  fo r  the  lands  o f  darkness .  The  vo ices  o f
a  thousand  f r i ends  a re  dy ing  away  in  the  d is tance ,  wh i le  be fo re  me i s  a  land  o f
s t rangers ,  whose tongues soon w i l l  sound in  my ears  l i ke  the  ja rgon o f  Baba l .  I
have  been  re f reshed  w i th  t he  company  o f  so  many  k ind  f r i ends ,  and  go  fo r t h
on  my  m iss ion  w i t h  r enewed  ene rgy  o f  body  and  m ind .
To-morrow I  leave th is  p lace fo r  I ta ly .  Farewel l  my dear  S is ter ,  and my Heaven 's
cho ices t  b less ings  be  your  con t inued  po r t i on  i s  the  p raye r  o f

Your  a f fec t ionate  Bro ther ,
LORENZOSNOW

To Miss El iza R. Snow,
Great Sal t  Lake Ci ty,

Cal i fornia.
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ITALIAN MISSION.8

Genoa ,  Ju ly  20 th ,  1850 .

MY DEAR FRANKLIN,
Hav ing  sa fe ly  reached the  land  o f  my miss ion ,  I  take  the  ear l ies t

oppo r tun i t y  o f  desc r i b i ng  my  s i t ua t i on  and  p rospec ts .
Th is  anc ien t  c i t y ,  where  I  have  now res ided  a  shor t  t ime,  con ta ins

abou t  140 ,000  i nhab i tan ts .  I t  i s  ch ie f l y  bu i l t  upon  undu la t i ng  g round ,
ex tend ing  back  as  fa r  as  the  base  o f  the  moun ta ins ,  and ,  i n  some p laces ,
reach ing  pa r t l y  up  the i r  summi t .  Be fo re  me I  have  a  mos t  l ove ly  and
in te res t ing  v iew o f  the  po r t  o f  Genoa ,  and  then  o f  the  Med i te r ranean ,  bear ing
upon  he r  b road  bosom mu l t i t udes  o f  f i sh ing  boa ts ,  schooners ,  war  f r i ga tes ,
s teamers ,  and  sh ips  o f  many  na t i ons .

The ed i f i ces  o f  th is  famed c i ty  l ie  open on my r igh t  and le f t .  I t s
pa laces ,  numerous  ca thed ra l s ,  chu rches ,  h i gh -bu i l t  p romenades ,  and  an t i que
bu i l d ings  fo rm a l toge the r  a  ve ry  s ingu la r  and  magn i f i cen t  appearance .  A t  a
l i t t le  d is tance f rom the  c i ty ,  I  have the  fasc ina t ing  scenery  o f  I ta ly 's  p ic tu resque
mounta ins ,  and  over  my head is  a  sky  o f  c leares t  b lue .  My eyes  a re  f i l l ed  w i th
tears  wh i le  a t tempt ing  to  p ic tu re  the  g lo r ious  v iew.  I t  reca l l s  to  m ind  the  more
than love ly  -  the sacred scenery  o f  the far -o f f  West  -  the Va l ley  o f  the Great  Sa l t
l ake ,  where  i s  pou red  fo r th  the  s t reams  o f  reve la t i ons  th rough  ou r  be loved
Prophe t ,  B r i gham,  to  a  peop le  ga the red  f rom among  the  na t i ons ,  and  where ,
n ine  mon ths  ago ,  i n  mourn fu l  s i l ence ,  we  p ressed  the  pa r t i ng  hands  o f  ou r
weep ing  w ives  and  tender  o f f sp r ing .

Th is  c i ty  is  f i l led  wi th  armed men;  so ,  in  fac t ,  i s  a lmost  every  sea-por t
town and  c i t y  th rough wh ich  we have  passed s ince  leav ing  Eng land .  L i t t l e
money  i s  c i r cu la t ing ,  and  commerce  langu ishes  on  every  s ide .  The  coun t ry  i s
no t  ye t  i n  a  su f f i c ien t l y  se t t l ed  cond i t i on  to  induce  the  en te rp r i ze  o f  the
cap i ta l i s t .  S ince  the  revo lu t ion ,  the  work ing  c lass  have su f fe red  severe ly  f rom
the depress ion  o f  bus iness .  Wages are ,  o f  course ,  very  low.  Upon an  average,
pe rhaps ,  no t  more  than  20  cen ts  fo r  a  day ' s  work  fo r  a  l aboure r .  wh ich  i s
common ly  made  to  cons i s t  o f  abou t  s i x teen  hou rs .

May  o f  the  cus toms,  laws  and  ins t i tu t ions  a re  very  s ingu la r .
P r ies t  a re  seen  in  g rea t  numbers  on  every  s ide .  I  mee t  them in  every

s t ree t .  F rom the  pecu l ia r i t y  o f  the i r  d ress ,  there  i s  no  mis take  as  to  the i r
p ro fess ion .  The  super io r  o rde r  a re  enve loped  in  b lack ,  and  the i r  hea rs  d i sp lay
the  accompan imen t  o f  a  t h ree -  co rne red  ha t .  Those  o f  ano the r  c l ass  p resen t  a
sho rn  c rown  to  t he  even ing  b reeze  and  t he  noon - t i de  sun ;  and  t he  meanness  o f
t he i r  ga rmen ts  a re  i n tended  to  rep resen t  t he i r  vows  o f  aus te re  pove r t y .
A  coarse  woo len  d ress  i s  a t tached  to  the i r  body  by  a  rope  loose ly  t i ed  round
the i r  wa is t ,  f rom whence  hand  the i r  rosary  beads  and  a  sma l l  c ruc i f i x .  The i r
fee t  a re  shod w i th  a  spec ies  o f  sanda ls .  They  a re  genera l l y  seen two toge ther ,
and are  very  un l i ke  the  wea l th ie r  ecc les ias t i cs ,  who ming le  f ree ly  w i th  the  bes t
soc ie ty .

The o ther  day,  as  I  was re turn ing f rom a walk ,  I  fe l l  in to  the  fo l lowing
re f lec t ions :  -  I  am a lone and a  s t ranger  in  th is  vas t  c i t y ,  e igh t  thousand mi les
f r om  my  be loved  f am i l y ,  su r rounded  by  a  peop le  whose  manne rs  and
pecu l i a r i t i es  I  am unacqua in ted .  I  am come to  en l i gh ten  the i r  m inds ,  and
ins t ruc t  them in  p r inc ip les  o f  r igh teousness ;  bu t  I  see  no  poss ib le  means  o f
accompl i shment  th is  ob jec t .  A l l  i s  darkness  in  the  p rospec t .

LETTER I I
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Whi le  I  thus  wa lked g loomi ly  a long the  th ronged s t ree ts ,  I  was
sudden ly  awakened  f rom my  reve r ie  by  a  g lance  o f  recogn i t i on  f rom a
gent leman pass ing ,  and  was  no t  a  l i t t l e  p leased  to  f i nd  i t  was  an  Eng l i shman
wi th  whom I  had  p rev ious ly  fo rmed a  s l i gh t  acqua in tance .  He  spoke  words  o f
f r i endsh ip ,  and  sa id  he  had  ca l l ed  a t  my  lodg ing ,  bu t  was  d i sappo in ted  i n  no t
f i nd ing  me a t  home.  He  w ished  me to  wr i te  the  heads  o f  sub jec ts  upon  wh ich  I
sough t  i n fo rma t ion ,  wh ich ,  he  assu red  me ,  he  wou ld  spa re  no  pa ins  to  p rocu re .
He thought  the  soc ie ty  o f  many Eng l i sh  v is i to rs  in  Genoa was no t  su i tab le  to
men  re l i g i ous l y  i nc l i ned  as  I  appea red ,  and  cou ld  no t  r ecommend  them to  my
acqua in tance .  He  accompan ied  me  to  my  l odg ing ,  and  des i red  to  know in  wha t
way  I  though t  th i s  coun t ry  cou ld  be  sp i r i tua l l y  bene f i t ted .  He  ev iden t l y
be l i eved  tha t  I  was  m iss ionary ,  and  was  abou t  to  open  a  campa ign  aga ins t
Catho l i c i sm.  H is  bosom g lowed w i th  des i re  to  engage in  th is  laudab le
under tak ing .  F ind ing  tha t  such  was  the  s ta te  o f  h is  fee l ing ,  I  l ooked h im
steadfast ly  in  the face,  and spoke as fo l lows:  -  "Do you th ink ,  Mr ,  A. ,  that  the
Lord  had  any  hand  in  your  coming  to  th is  p lace?"  " I  do . "  sa id  he ,  " fo r  when
le t te rs  were  sen t  in fo rm ing  me I  cou ld  have  a  s i tua t ion  whereby  I  cou ld
suppo r t  my  f am i l y ,  I  opened  t hem and  sp read  t hem be fo re  t he  Lo rd ,  and  kne l t
upon  my  knees ,  ask ing  h im  wha t  I  shou ld  do ,  and  the  sp i r i t  man i fes ted  to  me
i t  was w isdom to  come."  I  then sa id ,  "Mr .  A . ,  I  have entered th is  count ry  to
es tab l i sh  the  K ingdom o f  God.  The Lord  God o f  Heaven h imse l f  has  sent  me.
The Ho ly  Ghos t  has  sen t  me.  The Pres iden t  o f  the  Church  o f  Jesus  Chr is t  has
sen t  me ,  and  the  p raye rs  o f  a  hundred  peop le  (Sa in ts  o f  God)  a re  da i l y  o f fe red
up fo r  my p rosper i t y .  Now I  have  a  message fo r  you  f rom the  Lord .  I t  i s  your
du ty  t o  be  o rda ined  un to  the  ho l y  P r ies thood  and  ass i s t  me  in  es tab l i sh ing  the
Gospe l  among  th i s  peop le . "  He  l i s tened  w i th  deep  in te res t ,  and  h is  coun tenance
was  l i gh ted  up  w i th  an ima t ion  a t  the  though t  o f  be ing  assoc ia ted  w i th  me  in
such  a  g lo r ious  m iss ion .  He  then  pu t  the  inqu i ry ,  "A re  you  sen t  by  the
Wesleyans?"  " I  am a member ,  "  I  rep l ied ,  "o f  the  Church o f  Jesus Chr is t  o f
La t te r -day  Sa in ts . "  A l l  h is  des i res  to  do  good and become grea t  seemed to  go
down  in  p ropo r t i on  as  the  l as t  i dea  a rose  i n  h i s  m ind  and  became c lea r .

He  sa id  he  had  hea rd  one  o f  ou r  e l de rs  p reach ,  and  he  made  bap t i sm
essent ia l  to  sa lva t ion :  what  were  my ideas upon tha t  po in t?  " I t  i s  now,"  sa id  I ,
" because  God  has  commanded  i t :  un t i l  he  d i d  command ,  and  sen t  some  one  t o
admin is te r ,  i t  was  no t  essent ia l . "  I  then  len t  h im severa l  books ,  ask ing  h im to
read  them p raye r fu l l y .  He  p romised  to  do  so ,  bu t  w i th  g rea t  re luc tance ,  "and
he  wen t  away  so r rowfu l . "

I  am now in  a  Roman Catho l i c  coun t ry .  I t s  i nhab i tan ts  a re  be fo re  my
eyes cont inua l ly .  My hear t  i s  pa ined to  see the i r  fo l l ies ,  the i r  w ickedness,  g ross
darkness ,  and  supers t i t i on .  Oh ,  I  weep  tha t  the  day  o f  the  Son  o f  Man  has  come
upon  them unawares :  so  l i t t l e  a re  they  p repa red  to  rece i ve  the  vo i ce  f rom on
h igh ,  "The  Br idegroom cometh :  go  ye  ou t  to  meet  h im! "  They  a re  c lo thed  w i th
da rkness  as  w i th  a  ga rmen t ,  and  they  know no t  t he i r  r i gh t  hand  f rom the i r  l e f t .
I  ask  my Heaven ly  Fa ther  to  look  upon th is  peop le  in  mercy .  O Lord ,  le t  them
become the  ob jec ts  o f  thy  compass ion ,  tha t  they  may  no t  a l l  pe r i sh .  Forg ive
the i r  s i ns ,  and  l e t  me  be  known  among  them,  t ha t  t hey  may  know Thee ,  and
know tha t  Thou  has t  sen t  me to  es tab l i sh  Thy  K ingdom.  They  do  w icked ly  a l l
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t he  day  l ong ,  and  a re  gu i l t y  o f  many  abomina t i ons .  They  have  tu rned  the i r
backs  upon  Thee ,  t hough  they  knee l  be fo re  the  image  o f  Thy  Son ,  and  deco ra te
temp les  to  Thy  worsh ip .  The  ru le rs ,  the  p r ies ts ,  and  peop le  have  a l l  gone
as t ray ,  and  have  fo rgo t ten  Thee ,  the  Lord  the i r  God.  Bu t  w i l t  Thou  no t  have
mercy  upon  them.  Thou  knowes t  t ha t  I  have  b idden  a  hea r t - rend ing  fa rewe l l  t o
the  l oved  and  t r i ed  pa r tne r  o f  my  bosom to  obey  Thy  ca l l ,  and  has t  t hou  no t
some chosen  ones  among  th i s  peop le  to  whom I  have  been  sen t .  Lead  me  un to
such ,  and  thy  name sha l l  have  the  g lo ry  th rough  Jesus  Thy  Son .

S ince I  wro te  the forego ing,  I  have rece ived a  le t te r  f rom Elders

S tenhouse  and  Tor ron to .  I  have  fe l t  an  in tense  des i re  to  know the  s ta te  o f  tha t

p rov ince  to  wh ich  I  had  g iven  them an  appo in tmen t ,  as  I  f e l t  assured  i t  wou ld

be the  f ie ld  o f  my miss ion .  Now,  w i th  a  hear t  fu l l  o f  g ra t i tude,  I  f ind  tha t  an

open ing  i s  p resen ted  in  the  va l leys  o f  P iedmont ,  when a l l  o ther  par ts  o f  I ta l y

a re  c losed  aga ins t  ou r  e f fo r t s .  I  be l ieve  tha t  the  Lord  has  the re  h idden  up  a

peop le  amid  the  A lp ine  mounta ins ,  and  i t  i s  the  vo ice  o f  the  Sp i r i t  tha t  I  sha l l

commence  some th ing  o f  impo r tance  i n  t ha t  pa r t  o f  t h i s  da rk  na t i on .

P lease  to  remember  me to  Bro thers  Coward  and  Co l l i ns ,  whose  names

wi l l  never  be  fo rgo t ten  fo r  the i r  k indness  to  Bro ther  Eras tus  and  myse l f .

P rudence  and  cau t i on  l ead  me  to  reques t  t ha t  you  w i l l  no t  a t  p resen t

g i ve  pub l i c i t y  to  my  commun ica t ions .

Af fec t ionate ly ,

LORENZOSNOW.

To Elder F.  D. Richards

L iverpoo l .

LETTER III.

La  Tour ,  Va l lee  de Luserne
Piedmont ,  I ta l ie

N o v e m b e r  1 s t  1 8 5 0 .
DEAR PRESIDENTYOUNG,

When I  a r r i ved  a t  L iverpoo l ,  I  sen t  you a  le t te r ,  in  con junc t ion  w i th
Bro thers  Eras tus  and Frank l in ,  wh ich  I  hope you du ly  rece ived.  Soon          a f te r-
wards ,  as  I  con templa ted  the  cond i t ion  o f  I ta ly ,  w i th  deep so l i c i tude  to  know
the  m ind  o f  the  Sp i r i t ,  as  to  where  I  shou ld  commence  my  labours ,  I  f ound  tha t
a l l  was dark  in  S ic i l y ,  and host i le  laws would  exc lude our  e f fo r ts .  No open ing
appeared  in  the  c i t i es  o f  I ta l y :  bu t  the  h is to ry  o f  the  Waldenses    a t t rac ted  my
a t t e n t i o n .

Amid  the  ages  o f  da rkness  and  c rue l t y  t hey  had  s tood  immoveab le ,
a lmos t ,  as  the  wave-bea ten  rock  i n  the  s to rmy  ocean .  When  the  Ana themas  o f
Rome shook  the  wor ld ,  and  p r inces  fe l l  f r om the i r  t h rones ,  t hey  da red  to  b rave
the  manda tes  o f  t he  Pope  and  t he  a rm ies  o f  t he  m igh t y .  They  appea red  t o  my
mind  l i ke  the  rose  in  the  w i lde rness ,  o r  the  bow in  the  c loud .  The  n igh t  o f  t ime
has  overspread  the i r  o r ig in :  bu t  these  d issen te rs  f rom Rome ex is ted  ages  be fo re
Lu the r  was  bo rn .  Dur ing  the  f i e rce  pe rsecu t ions  to  wh ich  they  have  been
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sub jec ted ,  the i r  l im i ts  have great ly  decreased.  A  few nar row va l leys ,  wh ich  are ,
in  some p laces ,  on ly  a  bow-sho t  i n  b read th ,  a re  a l l  t ha t  rema in  in  the i r
possess ion ;  excep t  the  moun ta ins  by  wh ich  they  a re  eng i rd led .  Bu t  a  pe r iod  o f
deem ca lm has  a t  l eng th  a r r i ved ;  and ,  s ince  the  s to rm o f  revo lu t i on  swep t  ove r
Europe ,  t hey  have  rece i ved  many  p r i v i l edges  f rom the  Sard in ian  gove rnmen t .
Thus ,  t he  way  was  opened  on l y  a  sho r t  pe r i od  be fo re  t he  appo in tmen t  o f  t he
miss ion ,  and  no  o ther  por t ion  o f  I ta l y  i s  governed  by  such  favourab le  laws .

A  f l ood  o f  L igh t  seemed  to  bu rs t  upon  my  m ind  when  I  t hough t  upon
the  sub jec t ,  and  I  endeavoured  to  p rocu re  some in fo rma t ion  i n  re la t i on  to  t h i s
peop le .  The  l i b ra r i an  to  whom I  app l i ed  i n fo rmed  me  he  had  a  work  o f  t he
desc r ip t i on  I  requ i red ,  bu t  i t  had  jus t  been  taken .  He  had  scarce ly  f i n i shed  the
sen tence  when  a  lady  en te red  w i th  the  book .  "Oh , "  sa id  he ,  " th i s  i s  a  remark-
ab le  c i rcumstance ,  th is  gen t leman has  jus t  ca l led  fo r  tha t  book . "  I  was  soon  con-
v inced  tha t  th i s  peop le  were  wor thy  to  rece ived  the  f i r s t  p roc lamat ion  o f  the
Gospel  in  I ta ly .

I  made a  shor t  so journ  in  Eng land ,  and  v is i ted  severa l  con fe rences .
Go ing  to  London,  a f te r  so  many  years '  absence ,  was  a  c i rcumstance  o f
uncommon in te res t .  The  happ iness  I  expe r ienced  du r ing  two  week ' s  s tay  was
no  sma l l  compensa t ion  fo r  the  anx ie t i es  and  d i f f i cu l t i es  wh ich  I  had  endured
in  ca r ry ing  on  the  work  o f  the  Lord  there  fo r  two  years  immed ia te ly  a f te r  i t s
foundat ion  had been la id  by  yourse l f .  E lders  K imble ,  Woodru f f  and G.  A .  Smi th .
When  I  rece i ved  my  appo in tmen t  t o  tha t  c i t y ,  I  f ound  30  o r  40  members :  now,
8000 ,  and  many  had  em ig ra ted .  I t  i s  one  o f  t he  l a rges t  and  mos t  impo r tan t
con fe rences  in  Eng land .  Here  I  became acqua in ted  w i th  E lder  S tenhouse ,
Pres iden t  o f  the  Sou thampton  Con fe rence .  A f te r  consu l ta t ion  w i th  Bro ther
Frank l in ,  I  fe l t  tha t  i t  was  the  m ind  o f  the  Sp i r i t  t ha t  he  shou ld  accompany  me
on  th i s  m iss ion .  I  t he re fo re  p roceeded  w i th  h im to  Sou thampton .  Dur ing  h i s
p repa ra t i on  fo r  depa r tu re  we  wen t  t o  Po r t smou th :  and ,  among  " the  fo rces  o f
the Gent i les , "  we v is i ted the "V ic tory , "  the vesse l  in  which Lord Nelson met  h is
dea th .  We  were  ve ry  po l i t e l y  shown  the  va r i ed  depa r tmen ts  o f  t h i s  mammoth
o f  the  deep ,  the  spo t  where  Ne lson  fe l l ,  and  the  cab in  where  he  exp i red .

The  hour  a t  l eng th  a r r i ved  fo r  leav ing  the  las t  home o f  the  Sa in ts .  In
the  par t ing  o f  E lder  S tenhouse wi th  h is  w i fe  and f r iends,  I  was fo rc ib ly
reminded  o f  wha t  I  had  exper ienced  in  l eav ing  my  own.  As  we  w i thd rew f rom
th is  scene o f  sor row,  I  observed,  "D id  the  peop le  o f  I ta ly  bu t  know the
hear t - rend ing  sac r i f i ces  we  have  made  fo r  the i r  sakes ,  they  cou ld  have  no  hear t
t o  pe rsecu te .

On  the  15 th  o f  June ,  we  l i f t  Sou thampton ,  by  the  s team-boa t ,
"Wonder , "  fo r  Avre  de  Grace ,  and  then  p roceeded immed ia te ly  to  Par i s .  A f te r
hav ing  ou r  passpo r t s  coun te r - s i gned ,  we  con t i nued  ou r  j ou rney  t h rough  t he
beau t i f u l  coun t ry  o f  sou the rn  F rance .  We passed  th rough  Lyons ,  and  a r r i ved  a t
Marse i l l es  in  abou t  fou r  days  f rom leav ing  Par i s .  We then  embarked  on  the
c lear  b lue  waters  o f  the  Med i te r ranean,  fo r  An t ibes ,  the  las t  F rench por t .  By
d i sembark ing  the re ,  we  escaped  be ing  de ta ined  s i x  days  i n  qua ran t i ne ,  unde r
the  burn ing  sun o f  Genoa.  We then t rave l led  to  N ice ,  the  f i rs t  town in  I ta ly .
Here  Catho l i c i sm began to  show i t se l f  more  p rominen t l y .  Pr ies ts  were      numer-
ous .  Images o f  the  Ho ly  V i rg in ,  w i th  the  in fan t  Jesus  in  her  a rms,  were  to  be
seen  on  the  co rne r  house  o f  eve ry  s t ree t ,  and  on  the  f ron t  o f  many  o the rs .

We le f t  N ice  by  "D i l igence, "  and t rave l led  by  the  shores  o f  the
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Medi te r ranean.  I t  was  the  feas t -day  o f  John the  Bapt is t .  Labour  was  en t i re ly
suspended ,  and  a l l  seemed  to  en joy  themse lves  i n  honour  o f  t h i s  g rea t  man .  We
cer ta in l y  saw some hundreds  o f  p r i es ts  -  ra the r  a  g loomy  in t roduc t i on .  on  the
25 th  o f  June ,  we  a r r i ved  a t  Genoa.  Here  we ca l led  upon  the  Lord ,  and  o f fe red
the  g ra t i t ude  and  p ra i se  o f  ou r  sou ls  fo r  h i s  p rov idence .  We had  accomp l i shed
th i s  j ou rney ,  o f  nea r l y  1200  m i les ,  much  qu icke r  t han  we  had  an t i c i pa ted .
F rom the  t ime  we  le f t  Eng land ,  we  had  on ly  spen t  th ree  n igh ts  in  bed .
June 27th . -  Th is  is  the  feas t -day  to  St .  Peter .  Aga in  a l l  work  is  suspended,  and
the  peop le  en joy ing  themse lves .  Jesus  sa id ,  the  fa the rs  k i l l ed  the  p rophe ts ,  and
the i r  ch i l d ren  bu i l d  t he i r  t ombs  and  ga rn i sh  the i r  sepu l che rs .  The  fa the rs
beheaded  John  and  c ruc i f i ed  Pe te r :  th i s  week  we  have  w i tnessed  feas t ing  and
re jo ic ings  in  honour  o f  the i r  names.  P leas ing  re f lec t ion  -  s tarvat ion!  -  bonds!  -
i m p r i s o n m e n t !  -  a n d  m a r t y r d o m !and  subsequen t  gene ra t i ons  pay i ng  us  d i v i ne
h o n o u r s .

I  v i s i ted  the  Ca thedra l  o f  S t .  Lo renzo ,  and  behe ld  the  mos t  superb  and
r i ch ly  decora ted  in te r io r  o f  any  bu i ld ing  I  had  ever  seen .  As  we  en te red ,  ou r
a t ten t ion  was  immed ia te l y  a t t rac ted  by  the  g rand  a l ta r .  Here  was  a  d i sp lay  o f
r ich ly  cu t  cand les t icks ,  and vases,  g l i t te r ing  w i th  go ld  and s i l ver  g i ld ing .  In  the
former ,  were  wax cand les  o f  four  o r  f i ve  fee t  long,  and in  the  la t te r ,  a
most  de l igh t fu l  assoc ia t ion  o f  f lowers .  On each s ide o f  th is  bu i ld ing were s ix
recesses ,  where  were  f i xed  w i th  smal l  a l ta rs ,  upon wh ich  s tood a  c ross ,  w i th  an
emblem o f  Jesus ,  sur rounded w i th  cand les  and  f lowers ,  on  a  smal l  sca le .  Be fo re
them were  benches  fo r  the  accommoda t ion  o f  t he  devo ted .  The  s ide  wa l l  o f
each  recess  had  a  pa in t ing ,  rep resen t ing ,  i n  fu l l  s i ze ,  some par t i cu la r  pe rson  in
the  ac t  o f  devo t ion .  These  worsh ippers  were  por t rayed ,  i n  some ins tances ,  as
ho ld ing  a  levee,  w i th  "Ho ly  Mary ,  Mother  o f  God, "  who was we l l  sur rounded
wi th  young  warb l ing  ange ls ,  who  had  been  ass is ted  in  the i r  descen t  w i th  eag les '
w ings !  O the rs  were  rep resen ted  w i th  vo lumes  o f  smoke  a round  them,  th i ck l y
s t u d d e d  w i t h  y o u n g  c h e r u b s ,  w h o  w e r e  b l o w i n g  p r o f u s e l y  u p o n  t h e
worsh ipper ,  wh i le  they  were  loaded w i th  gar lands  to  enc i rc le  h is  b row.  Two
beaut i fu l l y  cu t  and  sp i ra led  p i l l a rs  o f  cho ice  s tone  s tood  a t  the  ex ten t  o f  each
recess ,  suppor t ing  an  a rched  roo f ,  wh ich  was  so  r i ch ly  pa in ted .  Be tween every
two p i l l a rs  were  p laced the  s ta tue  o f  one  o f  the  anc ien t  Apos t les .  The  des ign
and  execu t i on  o f  t hese  monumen ts  o f  depa r ted  wo r th  e l i c i t ed  ou r  adm i ra t i on .

The  roo f  o f  the  bu i ld ing  was  comple te ly  covered  w i th  pa in t ings ,
rep resen t i ng  t he  p romanen t  c i r cums tances  reco rded  i n  t he  New Tes tamen t .
Each  p i c tu re  was  su r rounded  w i th  mass ive  g i l t  mou ld ings .  On  the  dome,  ove r
the  g rand  a l ta r ,  was  a  represen ta t ion  o f  the  day  o f  Pen tecos t .  The  Ho ly  Ghos t ,
in  i t s  p len i tude  o f  power ,  was  por t rayed  in  the  descen t  o f  the  Dove ,  wh i le
tongues o f  f i re ,  in  g lowing  co lours ,  res ted  upon the  d isc ip les .
Two rows  o f  la rge  mass ive  p i l l a rs ,  f rom one  end  o f  the  church  to  the  o ther ,
s tood erec t  f rom f loor  to  roo f ;  each s ide  o f  wh ich  was f i l led  w i th  seats  fo r  the
congrega t ion ,  wh i le  the  cen t re  was  le f t  fo r  v i s i to rs ,  and  those  approach ing  the
a l ta r .  Here  we  sa t ,  and  wh i l e  the  unmean ing  sounds  o f  t he  p reacher  fe l l  upon
ou r  ea rs ,  ou r  m inds  we re  abso rbed  i n  t he  con temp la t i on  o f  t he  beau ty  and
r i chness  o f  a r t ,  t he  power  o f  un i t y ,  and  t he  da rkness  o f  human  unde rs tand ing ,
as  t he  monumen ts  o f  each  we re  a round ,  be fo re ,  and  above  us .
On the  1s t  o f  Ju ly  E lders  S tenhouse  and  Toron to  le f t  Genoa,  accord ing  to  my
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appo in tmen t ,  t o  v i s i t  t he  Pro tes tan t  va l l eys  P iedmont .  On  the  23 rd  o f  the  same
month  I  l e f t  Genoa,  pass ing  th rough  the  c i t y  o f  Tur in ,  the  cap i ta l  o f  the
Sard in ian  Sta tes ,  and ar r ived a t  La  Tour ,  in  the  va l ley  o f  Lucerne.

The  coun t ry  i n  wh ich  I  now found  myse l f ,  bears  a  s t r i k ing  resemb lance
to  the va l ley  o f  the Great  Sa l t  Lake.  P iedmont  is  s i tuated a t  the foot  o f  the A lps ,
the  h ighes t  moun ta ins  in  Europe .  The  scenes  o f  th i s  l and  embrace  a l l  t he  va r i-
e t y  o f  a  reg ion  where  the  heavens  and  the  ea r th  seem to  mee t .  The  c louds  o f ten
enwrap  t hese  m igh t y  em inences ,  and  h i de  t he i r  f r own ing  g randeu rs  f r om ou r
eyes .  A t  o ther  t imes  they  a re  covered  w i th  snow,  wh i le ,  a t  the i r  fee t  the  v ine
and the  f ig - t ree  a re  r ipen ing  the i r  f ru i t .  A  poet  has  sa id  o f  th is  iden t ica l
loca l i t y  in  wh ich  we are  p laced

"There  i s  a  scene wou ld  we l l  repay
The  to l l  o f  many  a  weary  day ;
And  eve ry  f o rm  o f  na tu re  t he re ,
Wood ,  r ock ,  and  s t r eam,  and  summi t  r a re
Al l  seem to  b id  the  t rave l le r  res t ;
Fo r  ne 'e r  f r om tower  o r  moun ta in  c res t ,
I n  emera ld  va le  o r  sunny  p la in ,
Sha l l  he  beho ld  such  scenes  aga in . "

The  Pro tes tan t  i nhab i tan ts  a re  ca l l ed  "Vaudo is , "  o r  Wa ldenses .  They  number
abou t  21 ,000 :  the re  a re  a lso  abou t  5 ,000  Catho l i cs .  The  fe r t i l e  por t ion  o f  these
va l leys  a re  r i ch  i n  the i r  p roduc t ions :  bu t  two- th i rds ,  o r  more ,  p resen t  no th ing
bu t  p rec ip i ces ,  rav ines  and  rocky  d i s t r i c t s ,  o r  such  as  have  a  no r the rn  aspec t .
The  inhab i tan ts  a re  fa r  t oo  numerous ,  acco rd ing  to  the  na tu re  o f  t he  so i l .  They
a re  o f t en  compe l l ed  to  ca r r y  mou ld  on  the i r  backs ,  t o  f o rm a  ga rden  am id  the
ba r ren  rocks .  The  F rench  l anguage  i s  gene ra l l y  unde rs tood ,  bu t  i n  many  pa r t s
i t  i s  spoken  ve ry  imper fec t l y ,  and  w i th  an  admix tu re  o f  p rov inc ia l i sm and
I ta l i an .  The  la t te r  i s  unders tood  by  a  cons ide rab le  number  o f  pe rson ;  bu t  i t  i s
no t  ex tens ive ly  used.  In  fac t ,  th is  i s  a  p lace  where  there  are  

Du r i ng  ou r  p ro t rac ted  j ou rney ,  t he  hea l t h  o f  E lde r  To ron to  had  been
cons iderab ly  a f fec ted ;  bu t  th is  sa lubr ious  c l ime hav ing  re - inv igora ted  h is
f rame,  he became very  anx ious to  v is i t  h is  f r iends in  S ic i ly .  As I  fe l t  i t  p roper
fo r  h im to  do  so ,  he  took  h i s  depar tu re  a t  the  beg inn ing  o f  Augus t .

Soon a f te r  my ar r i va l  here ,  I  cons idered  i t  necessary  to  i ssue  a
pub l i ca t ion  in  F rench ;  accord ing ly  I  wro te ,  and  compi led  a  work ,  en t i t l ed  "The
Voice of  Joseph,"  conta in ing "Vis ions of  Joseph Smi th -  Discovery of  Gold Plates
f i l l ed  w i th  Egypt ian  Charac te r  and  H ie rog lyph ics  -  The i r  T rans la t ion  in to  the
Eng l i sh  Language by  the  a id  o f  the  Ur im and  Thummim -  The  Sacred  H is to ry  o f
Anc ien t  Amer ica  now c lear ly  revea led  f rom the  ear l ies t  ages  a f te r  the  F lood,  to
the  beg inn ing  o f  the  F i f th  Century  o f  the  Chr is t ian  Era"  -  Organ iza t ion  o f  the
Church o f  Jesus Chr is t  o f  Lat ter -day Sain ts  -  The i r  Persecut ions -  Expuls ion
f rom the  S ta tes  o f  M issour i  and  I l l i no is  -  Mar ty rdom o f  Joseph and  Hyrum
Smi th  -  Ban ishment  o f  many  Thousand  Sa in ts  -  The i r  t rave ls  in  the  Weste rn
Wi lderness  -  The i r  p resent  loca t ion  in  Upper  Ca l i fo rn ia  -  The Organ iza t ion  o f
the "Sta te  o f  Deseret "  -  The Miss ionary  Labours  o f  the i r  E lders  -  Sketch o f  the i r
Fa i th  and  Doc t r ine . "

A f te r  f ru i t l ess  endeavours  to  f i nd  a  p roper  pe rson  to  t rans la te  th i s
work ,  I  found  i t  necessary  to  send  i t  to  Eng land ;  where ,  th rough  the  k indness
of  E lder  Orson Prat t ,  i t  was t ranslated by a professor  f rom the Univers i ty  of  Par is .
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I  fe l t  assured that  the Lord had d i rec ted us a  branch of  the House of
Is rae l ;  and I  was re jo iced to  beho ld  many countenances tha t  reminded me o f
t hose  w i t h  whom I  had  been  assoc ia ted  i n  t he  va l l eys  o f  t he  Wes t .
We endeavoured to  lay  a  foundat ion for  fu ture  usefu lness,  in  s i len t ly  prepar ing
the minds of  the people for  the recept ion of  the Gospel ,  by cu l t ivat ing f r iendly
feel ings in  the bosoms of  those by whom we were surrounded.  Yet  I  fe l t  i t  ra ther
s ingu lar ,  and no smal l  tax  upon pat ience,  to  be weeks,  and months,  in  the mids t
o f  an in terest ing people ,  w i thout  be ing act ive ly  and publ ic ly  engaged in
communicat ing the great  pr inc ip les which I  had come to  promulgate.  But ,  as I  fe l t
i t  was the mind of  the Spi r i t  that  we should proceed at  f i rs t ,  by s low and caut ious
steps,  I  submit ted to the wi l l  o f  heaven.

W h i l e  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  s t r a n g e r s  i n  a  l a n d  o f  d a r k n e s s ,  m a n y
c i rcumstances  occur red  o f  g rea t  impor tance  to  us ,  though they  may  no t  appear
so to  those unacquain ted wi th  the pecul iar  d i f f icu l t ies  wi th  which we had to
grapple.  One inc ident  I  wi l l  ext ract  f rom my pr ivate journal .

Sept .  6 th .  Th is  morn ing my at tent ion was d i rec ted to  Joseph Guy,  a  boy
three years  o f  age,  the youngest  ch i ld  o f  our  host .  Many f r iends had been to  see
the ch i ld ,  as  to  a l l  human appearance h is  end was n igh a t  hand.  I  went  to  see h im
in  the a f te rnoon,  death  was mak ing havock o f  h is  body -  h is  fo rmer  hea l thy  f rame
was now reduced to  a ske leton,  and i t  was only  by c lose observat ion we could d is-
cern he was a l ive.  As I  ref lected on our  s i tuat ion,  and beheld th is  ef for t  o f  the
Pr ince of  Darkness,  to  ra ise a barr ier  against  us,  and the estab l ishment  o f  the
Gospel ,  my mind was fu l ly  awakened to  a  sense of  our  pos i t ion.  For  some hours
before I  ret i red to rest ,  I  cal led upon the Lord to assist  us at  th is t ime. My feel ings
on th is  occas ion wi l l  not  eas i ly  be erased f rom memory.

Sept  7 th ,  Th is  morn ing I  proposed to  E lder  Stenhouse we should  fas t  and
re t i re  to  the  mounta ins  and pray .  As  we depar ted  we ca l led  and saw the
chi ld -  h is  eye-bal ls  turned upwards;  h is  eye- l ids fe l l  and c losed;  h is  face and ears
were th in ,  and wore the pa le  marb le  hue ind ica t ive  o f  approach ing d isso lu t ion .
The co ld  persp i ra t ion o f  death covered h is  body,  and the pr inc ip le  o f  l i fe  was
near ly  exhausted.  Madame Guy and o ther  females  were sobb ing,  wh i le  Mons ieur
Guy hung h is  head,  and wh ispered  to  us  "I l  meurt !  I l  meurt !  " - (He dies! He dies!)

Af ter  a  l i t t le  rest  upon the mounta ins,  as ide f rom any l ike l ihood of
in ter rupt ion,  we there  ca l led upon the Lord in  so lemn prayer  to  spare the l i fe  o f
the chi ld .  As I  re f lected on the course we wished to pursue -  the c la ims we should
soon advance to  the wor ld ,  I  regarded th is  c i rcumstance as one of  vast
importance.  I  know not  of  any sacr i f ice which I  could possib le make,  that  I  was
not  wi l l ing to  o f fer ,  that  the Lord might  grant  our  requests .
We re tu rned about  th ree  o 'c lock  in  the  a f te rnoon,  and  hav ing  consecra ted  some
oi l ,  I  anointed my hand,  and la id  i t  upon h is  head,  whi le  we s i lent ly  o f fered up
the desi res of  our  hear ts  for  h is  restorat ion.  A few hours af terwards we cal led,
and h is  fa ther  wi th  a smi le  of  thankfu lness sa id,  "m ieux ,  beaucoup ,  beaucoup ." -
(be t te r  much ,  much . )

Sept .  8 .  The ch i ld  had been so wel l  dur ing the preceeding n ight ,  the par-
en ts  had been enab led  to  be take  themse lves  to  res t ,  wh ich  they  had no t  done fo r
some t ime before ,  and to -day they  cou ld  leave h im and a t tend to  the  bus iness  o f
the house.  As I  ca l led to  see h im,  Madame Guy expressed her  joy in  h is  restora-
t ion;  I ,  in  turn,  remarked -  "I l  Dio di  c ielo ha fal to questa per voi .  "  -  (The God of
heaven has  done th is  fo r  you. )  
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F i n d i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a s  f a v o u r a b l e  a s  c o u l d  b e  e x p e c t e d ,
I  cons idered  i t  w isdom to  send  fo r  E lder  Jabez  Woodard  o f  London,  w i th  whom
I  had  fo rmed an  acqua in tance  wh i le  in  tha t  c i t y .  By  the  exer t ions  o f  E lder
Marget ts ,  Pres iden t  o f  the  London Conference,  and  the  l ibera l i t y  o f  the  sa in ts ,
he  was  enab led  to  jo in  us  on  the  18 th  o f  Sep t .  The  fo l low ing  day  be ing  e leven
months  f rom the t ime the  Fore ign Miss ions  le f t  the  c i ty  o f  the  Great  Sa l t  Lake,
I  p roposed  we  shou ld  commence  ou r  pub l i c  bus iness .

I t  was  we l l -known tha t  we had come to  es tab l i sh  a  church .  Th is  was
looked  upon  by  many  as  an  imposs ib i l i t y .  Bu t ,  we  now found  tha t  we  had  the
mater ia ls  marve l lous ly  assembled  f rom four  d i f fe ren t  na t ions ,  v iz . ,  Eng land ,
Sco t land ,  I ta l y  and  Amer ica .  Wi th  one  member  f rom each  o f  these  coun t r ies  we
proceeded  to  o rgan ize  the  chu rch .  We  ascended  a  ve ry  h igh  moun ta in  a  l i t t l e
d is tance  f rom La  Tour ,  and  hav ing  taken  our  pos i t i on  on  a  bo ld  p ro jec t ing  rock ,
we sang the pra ises to  the God of  heaven,  and of fered up the fo l lowing prayer :  -

"We ,  t hy  se r van t s ,  Ho l y  Fa the r ,  come  be fo re  t hee  upon  t hese
moun ta ins ,  and  ask  t hee  t o  l ook  upon  us  i n  an  espec ia l  manne r ,  and  rega rd  ou r
pe t i t i ons  as  one  f r i end  regards  the  pecu l ia r  reques ts  o f  ano ther .  Forg ive  a l l  ou r
s ins  and  t ransgress ions ,  l e t  t hem no  more  be  remembered .  Look ,  O  Lo rd ,  upon
our  many  sac r i f i ces  in  leav ing  our  w ives ,  ou r  ch i ld ren ,  and  coun t ry ,  to  obey  thy
vo ice  in  o f fe r ing  sa lva t ion  to  th is  peop le .  Rece ive  our  g ra t i tude in  hav ing
p rese rved  us  f rom des t ruc t i on  am id  the  co ld  w in t r y  b las t s ,  and  f rom the
host i le  savages o f  the  deser ts  o f  Amer ica  -  in  hav ing  led  us  by  the  Ho ly  Ghost
to  these  va l l eys  o f  P iedmon t .  Thou  has t  shown  us  tha t  he re  thou  has  h id  up  a
por t ion  o f  the  House o f  Is rae l .  In  thy  name,  we th is  day  l i f t  in to  v iew before  th is
peop le ,  and  th i s  na t ion ,  the  Ens ign  o f  thy  Mar ty red  Prophe t  and  Pa t r i a rch ,
Joseph and Hyrum Smi th  -  the  Ens ign  o f  the  fu lness  o f  the  Gospe l  -  the  Ens ign
o f  thy  K ingdom once  more  es tab l i shed  among men.  O,  Lo rd  God o f  ou r  Fa thers ,
p ro tec t  thou  th i s  banner .  Lend  us  o f  th ine  A lm igh ty  a id  i n  ma in ta in ing  i t  be fo re
the  v iew  o f  t hese  da rk  and  ben igh ted  na t i ons .  May  i t  wave  t r i umphan t l y  f rom
th is  t ime fo r th ,  t i l l  a l l  I s rae l  sha l l  have heard ,  and rece ived the  fu lness  o f  thy
Gospe l ,  and  have  been  de l i ve red  fo rm the i r  bondage .  May  the i r  bands  now be
broken,  and  the  sca les  o f  darkness  fa l l  f rom the i r  eyes .  F rom the  l i f t i ng  up  o f
th i s  Ens ign ,  may  a  vo i ce  go  fo r th  among  the  peop le  o f  t hese  moun ta ins  and
va l l eys ,  and  th roughou t  t he  l eng th  and  b read th  o f  t h i s  l and ;  and  may  i t  go
fo r th ,  and  be  un to  th ine  e lec t  as  the  Vo ice  o f  the  Lord ,  tha t  the  Ho ly  Sp i r i t  may
fa l l  upon  them,  impar t i ng  know ledge  i n  d reams  and  v i s ions  conce rn ing  th i s
hour  o f  t he i r  redempt ion .  As  the  repor t  o f  us ,  t hy  se rvan ts ,  sha l l  sp read  ab road ,
may  i t  awaken fee l ing  o f  anx ie ty  w i th  the  hones t ,  to  lea rn  o f  thy  do ings ,  and  to
seek  speed i l y  the  pa th  o f  knowledge .  

Whosoever  among th is  peop le  sha l l  emp loy  h is  in f luence ,  r i ches ,  o r
l ea rn ing  to  p romote  the  es tab l i shmen t  o f  Thy  Gospe l  i n  these  na t ions ,  may  he
be  c rowned  w i th  honours  i n  th i s  wor ld ,  and ,  i n  the  wor ld  to  come,  c rowned
wi th  e te rna l  l i f e .  Whosoever  sha l l  use  h is  in f luence  o r  power  to  h inder  the
es tab l i shment  o f  Thy  Gospe l  i n  th i s  coun t ry ,  may  he  become,  in  a  su rp r i s ing
manner  be fo re  the  eyes  o f  a l l  t hese  na t ions ,  a  monument  o f  weakness ,  fo l l y ,
shame;  and  d i sg race .  Su f fe r  us  no t  to  be  ove rcome by  ou r  enemies  in  the
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  o f  t h i s  b u s i n e s s  u p o n  w h i c h  w e  h a v e  b e e n  s e n t .
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Le t  messengers  be  p repa red  and  sen t  f o r th  f rom Heaven  to  he lp  us  i n
our  weakness  and  feeb leness ,  and  to  take  the  overs igh t  o f  th i s  work ,  and  lead
us  to  a  g lo r i ous  consummat ion .

Remember  our  fami l ies :  p reserve  our  l i ves  and  our  hear ts  f rom a l l  ev i l ,
t ha t ,  when  we  sha l l  have  f i n i shed  our  m iss ions ,  we  may  re tu rn  sa fe ly  to  the
bosom of  our  fami l ies .  B less  E lder  Toronto  in  S ic i ly ,  and g ive  h im in f luence and
power  to  lead  to  sa lva t ion  many  o f  h i s  fa the r ' s  house  and  k ind red .  B less
Pres iden t  Young and h is  Counc i l ,  the  Quorum o f  the  Twe lve  Apos t les ,  and  Thy
Sa in ts  un iversa l l y :  and  to  the  Fa ther ,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to  the  Ho ly  Ghos t
sha l l  be  the  p ra i se ,  honour ,  and  g lo ry  now and  fo r  eve r .  Amen. "

Other proceedings of the day I extract from the Journal of the Mission: -
"Moved by  E lder  Snow,  That  the  Church o f  Jesus Chr is t  o f  La t ter -Day

Sa in ts  be  now organ ized  in  i ta l y .  Seconded,  and  car r ied .
"Moved by  E lder  S tenhouse,  That  E lder  Lorenzo Snow,  o f  the  Quorum

of  the  Twelve  Apost les ,  be  sus ta ined Pres ident  o f  the  Church  in  I ta ly .  Seconded
a n d  c a r r i e d .

Moved by  E lder  Snow,  tha t  E lder  S tenhouse  be  Secre ta ry  o f  the  Church
in  I ta ly .  Seconded,  and  car r ied . "

The Church  in  th is  count ry ,  th is  day ,  i s  composed o f  the  fo l low ing :  -
Lorenzo Snow,  o f  the  Quorum o f  the  Twelve  Apost les ;  Joseph Toronto ,

o f  the Quorum of  Sevent ies ;  T .  B.  H.  Stenhouse,  E lder ,  and Jabez Woodard,
E lder .

We  then  sung  "p ra i se  to  t he  man  who  communed  w i th  Jehovah . "  A f te r
wh ich  E lder  S tenhouse  engaged  in  p rayer ,  ca l l i ng  upon  the  Lord  to  b less  and
preserve  ou r  w ives  and  fami l i es ,  and  a l l  who  m in is te r  to  the i r  wan ts  du r ing  ou r
a b s e n c e .

E lde r  Woodard  then  imp lo red  the  ou t -pour ing  o f  the  Sp i r i t  o f  God
upon  t he  hones t  i n  hea r t  among  m in i s te r  and  peop le  o f  t hese  l ands .

E lder  Snow fo l lowed,  ca l l ing  upon the  God o f  our  fa thers  in  migh ty
p raye r  t o  b less  and  sanc t i on  the  p roceed ings  o f  t h i s  day ,  and  c rown  ou r  f u tu re
ef for ts  w i th  success.

As the  Sp i r i t  o f  God res ted upon us ,  we fe l t  " i t  was good to  be here . "
Af te r  s ing ing  a  song o f  Z ion ,  E lder  Snow prophes ied,  and sa id ,  "The Church o f
Jesus Chr is t  o f  Lat ter -Day Sa in ts ,  now organ ized,  w i l l  increase and mul t ip ly ,
and cont inue i ts  ex is tence in  I ta ly  t i l l  tha t  por t ion  o f  Is rae l  dwel l ing  in  these
coun t r ies  sha l l  have  heard  and  rece ived  the  fu lness  o f  the  Gospe l . "

E lder  S tenhouse  p rophes ied ,  and  sa id ,  "F rom th is  t ime the  work  w i l l
commence ,  and  no th ing  w i l l  h inder  i t s  p rog ress ;  and  be fo re  we  a re  ca l l ed  to
re tu rn ,  may  w i l l  re jo i ce ,  and  bear  tes t imony  to  the  p r inc ip le  o f  the  T ru th . "
E lde r  Woodard  p rophes ied ,  and  sa id ,  "The  oppos i t i on  wh ich  may  be  b rough t
aga ins t  th is  Church  w i l l ,  i n  a  v is ib le  and  pecu l ia r  manner ,  advance i t s  in te res ts ;
and  the  Work  o f  God w i l l  a t  l eng th  go  f rom th is  land  to  o ther  na t ions  o f  the
e a r t h . "

A f te r  we  had  sung ,  p rayed  and  p rophes ied ,  E lde r  Snow la id  h i s  hands
upon  the  head  o f  E lde r  S tenhouse ;  and ,  tho rough  the  opera t i ons  o f  t he  Sp i r i t ,
was  led  to  comfor t  and  cheer  h is  sou l  w i th  the  th ings  o f  the  K ingdom.  He  then
la i d  h i s  hands  upon  t he  head  o f  E lde r  Woodward ,  and  p rayed  t ha t  he  m igh t
have  the  power  to  ac t  as  Aaron ,  and  speak  un to  the  peop le  by  the  power  o f  God .

Hav ing  now f in ished the  bus iness  fo r  wh ich  we ascended,  we fe l t
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re luc tan t  to  l eave  the  spo t  where  we  had  re jo i ced  so  much  in  the  goodness  o f
the  Lord .  F rom the  na tu re  o f  ou r  p roceed ings  -  the  f ru i t fu lness  o f  the
moun ta ins  -  t he  r i ch  va r i e t y  a round  -  and  the  impregnab le  f o r t ress  o f
moun ta i ns  beh ind ,  E l de r  Snow  p roposed  t ha t  t h i s  moun ta i n  be  known  among
the people  o f  God,  hencefor th  and for  ever ,  as  MOUNT BRIGHAM, and the rock
upon which we s tood,  the ROCK of  PROPHECY.  We descended the mount ,  and
reached La Tour  about  s ix  o 'c lock  in  the  even ing.  As a  s ign  to  a l l  who might  v is i t
us ,  we  na i led  to  the  wa l l  o f  my  chamber  the  l i kenesses  o f  Joseph  and  Hyrum
Smi th .  F rom tha t  day  oppor tun i t i es  began  to  occu r  f o r  p roc la im ing  ou r
message .

There  i s  an  Eng l i sh  gen t leman  res id ing  he re ,  whose  name has  an
a lmos t  mag ica l  e f fec t  among the  Pro tes tan ts .  He  has  mater ia l l y  ass is ted  the
schoo ls ,  and  o the r  benevo len t  i ns t i t u t i ons .  Your  recommend  ( the  on l y  one
I  had )  p rocu red  me  a  ready  and  chee r fu l  i n t r oduc t i on  t o  t h i s  gen t l eman ,  wh i ch
resu l ted  in  severa l  in te res t ing  in te rv iews.  On one o f  those occas ions ,  he  sa id ,  as
he  re t i red ,  "You  sha l l  rece ive  no  oppos i t i on  on  my  par t :  and  i f  you  p reach  the
Gospe l  as  fa i th fu l l y  to  a l l  i n  these  va l leys  as  to  me,  you  need fear  no  reproach
in  the  'Day  o f  Judgement . ' "

The  Pro tes tan t  Chape ls  here  a re  ca l led  Temples .  The  f i r s t  tha t  was  ever
erec ted  was tha t  o f  S t .  Lorenzo.  I t  has  long  s ince  c rumbled  in to  ru ins ;  bu t  a
Ca tho l i c  Chape l  has  been  e rec ted ,  wh ich  now bears  the  name.  One  day  we  were
inv i ted  to  the  res idence o f  the  o f f i c ia t ing  Pr ies t .  We rece ived every  a t ten t ion
f rom our  hos t ,  and  were  p rov ided  w i th  a  d inner ,  wh ich ,  fo r  exce l l ence  and
var ie ty ,  exceeded any  th ing  we en joyed in  I ta ly .  When v iewing  h is  Chape l ,  we
took  the  oppor tun i t y  o f  p resen t ing  the  T ru ths  o f  the  Gospe l .  He  l i s tened  w i th
g rea t  a t t en t i on ,  and  p roposed  many  i n te res t i ng  ques t i on  w i t h  r ega rd  t o
mode rn  reve la t i on .  A l t hough  we  had  i n tended  to  re tu rn  t o  ou r  r es idence ,  he
ins i s ted  ve ry  s t renuous ly  tha t  we  shou ld  s tay  ove r  n igh t .  He  p resen ted  me w i th
an  I ta l i an  Grammar ,  i n  wh ich  he  insc r ibed  h i s  name.  In  the  morn ing ,  a f te r  an
ear l y  b reak fas t ,  he  accompan ied  us  some mi les  on  the  way .

I t  i s  cus tomary  among  the  Pro tes tan ts  to  ho ld  sma l l  mee t ings  in
pr iva te  houses ,  fo r  re l ig ious  worsh ip .  These are  ca l led  'Re-  un ions . '  We a t tend
them;  and  some t imes  a re  pe rm i t t ed  t o  speak  upon  ou r  p r i nc ip les .  Th i s  has
produced some l i t t l e  s t i r  among the  o f f i c ia ls ;  and ,  a  shor t  t ime s ince ,  we
rece ived  an  i nv i t a t i on  to  a t tend  a  pub l i c  mee t ing ,  and  answer  some ques t i ons
re la t i ve  to  ou r  m iss ion .  We d id  so ,  and  found  some o f  the  mos t  ta len ted
min is te rs  p resen t ,  w i th  an  ev iden t  des i re  to  c rush  our  e f fo r t s .  Bu t  a f te r  we  had
preached  and      d i scussed  fo r  t h ree  hours ,  one  man ,  a t  l eas t ,  re t i red  w i th  the
conv ic t ion  tha t  we  were  the  servan ts  o f  the  Lord .

On  the  27 th  o f  Oc tober ,  t h i s  pe rson  p resen ted  h imse l f  as  a  cand ida te
fo r  bap t i sm.  The  in t roduc t ion  o f  the  p r inc ip les  o f  T ru th ,  in  a l l  coun t r ies ,  has ,
more  o r  l ess ,  been  a t tended  w i th  anx ie ty  and  d i f f i cu l t y :  o f  these  we  have  had
our  share .  I t  was ,  there fo re ,  w i th  no  smal l  degree  o f  p leasure  I  went  down to
the  r i ve r -s ide  to  a t tend  to  th is  o rd inance .  Pecu l ia r ,  i ndeed,  were  my fee l ings
when  I  t hough t  on  t he  pas t ,  t he  p resen t ,  and  endeavou red  t o  pene t ra te  t he
dark  l aby r in th  o f  unborn  t ime ,  I  re jo i ced  tha t  t he  Lo rd  had  thus  fa r  b lessed  ou r
e f f o r t s ,  and  enab led  me  to  open  the  doo r  o f  t he  K ingdom in  da rk  and
ben igh ted  I t a l y .  My  b re th ren  s tood  on  the  r i ve r  bank  -  t he  on l y  human
wi tnesses o f  th is  in te res t ing  scene.  Hav ing  long des i red  th is  event fu l  t ime,  sweet
to  us  a l l  were  the  so f t  sounds  o f  the  I ta l ian ,  as  I  admin is te red ,  and  opened a
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d o o r  w h i c h  n o  m a n  c a n  s h u t .
Ta les  o f  s lander  aga ins t  the  Sa in ts  have  been  c i r cu la ted  a round  us

a l ready .  The  l i s t  o f  l i es  wh ich  we have  seen in  p r in t  here ,  m igh t  b leach  the
memory  o f  many  a  v i l e  t raduce r  i n  o the r  l ands .  F rom the  r i se  o f  t he  Church  to
the  dea th  o f  Joseph ,  a l l  t he  p r inc ipa l  fac ts  have  been  changed  fo r  the  fou les t
mis-  representa t ions .  But  th is  is  a  smal l  par t  o f  our  d i f f i cu l t ies .  We have to
p reach ,  on  the  one  hand ,  t o  a  peop le  nomina l l y  P ro tes tan ts ;  bu t  who  have
been ,  f r om t ime  immemor ia l ,  i n  a  chu rch  whe re  any  o rgan i zed  d i ssen t  has  been
u n k n o w n .  t h e  p e o p l e  r e g a r d  a n y  i n n o v a t i o n  a s  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  d r a g  t h e m  f r o m
the  banne r  o f  t he i r  ma r t y red  ances t r y .  On  t he  o the r  hand ,  we  have  t he
Catho l i cs  w i th  the i r  p roud  p re tens ions  to  a  p r ies thood  o f  apos to l i c  o r ig in .  Our
p resence  in  th i s  l and  i s  on ly  j us t  to le ra ted  and  no t  recogn ized  as  any  r i gh t ,
founded  upon  es tab l i shed  laws .  L ibe r t y  i s  on ly  as  ye t  i n  the  bud ;  and  the  poe t
says ,  "The  bud  may have  a  b i t te r  tas te . "  Bu t  wh i le  sur rounded w i th  d i f f i cu l t ies
tha t  seem lo f t ie r  than  the  snow-c rowned A lps ,  I  can  l i f t  up  my head,  as  a
servan t  o f  God,  and  re jo ice  in  the  an t i c ipa t ion  o f  f i na l  t r iumph.  Our  course  i s
o f ten  dark  and d i f f i cu l t ;  bu t  I  be l ieve  tha t ,  however  s low i t  may be fo r  awh i le ,
i t  w i l l  u l t imate ly  be  b r igh tened w i th  comple te  success .  Popery ,  ignorance ;  and
supers t i t i on  fo rm a  th ree - fo ld  ba r r ie r  to  ou r  a t tempts .  S t range  cus toms,  l aws
and languages  sur round  us  on  every  s ide .  In  a  word ,  we  fee l  tha t  we  a re  in  I ta l y
-  t he  po l l u ted  foun ta in  wh ich  has  ove r -sp read  the  ea r th  w i th  he r  de f i l i ng
wa te rs .  

La  Tour  i s  the  pr inc ipa l  town in  the  Pro tes tan t  va l l ies .  Here  there  is  a
la rge Catho l ic  chape l ,  w i th  a  number  o f  o f f i c ia t ing  Pr ies ts .  There  is  a  Pro tes tant
co l lege ,  w i th  severa l  p ro fessors ,  and  about  seven ty  s tuden ts .  They  have  a lso  a
large chape l  in  course o f  e rec t ion ,  p r inc ipa l ly  by  Eng l ish  l ibera l i t y .

Hav ing  thus  g iven  you  a  ske tch  o f  my t rave ls  and  p roceed ings ,  I  c lose
wi th  my k ind  love  to  your  and  fami ly ,  E lders  K imba l l  and  R ichards  and  a l l  the
Sain ts .

I  am,  Dear  Pres ident  Young,
Yours  very  a f fec t ionate ly ,

LORENZOSNOW.
To Pres ident  B.  Young,
Great Salt  Lake City,  Cal i fornia.

LETTER IV.

La Tour ,  Va l les  de Luserne,
P iedmont ,  I ta l ia

D e c e m b e r  2 n d ,  1 8 5 0 ,

DEAR PRESIDENTRICHARDS,
Your  a f fec t iona te  le t te r  was  du ly  rece ived .  I t s  con ten ts  were  rendered

d o u b l y  a g r e e a b l e  b y  t h e  k i n d  a n d  f e e l i n g  s p i r i t  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e
commun ica ted .  When  a  se rvan t  o f  God  i s  f a r  r emoved  f rom the  endea r i ng
soc ie ty  o f  the  Sa in ts ,  and  h is  ears  a re  no  longer  sa lu ted  w i th  the  cheer ing  vo ice
o f  the  par tner  o f  h is  to i l s ,  o r  the  mer ry -mak ing  and  p ra t t l i ng  o f  h is  l i t t l e  ones
-  s i tua te  in  a  fo re ign  land ,  su r rounded  by  s t rangers ,  i n  whose  bosoms dwe l l  no
k indred  fee l ing  -  ' t i s  then  a  favour ,  o r  a  k ind  word  f rom a fa r ,  awakens  in  the
mind  a  reco l l ec t i on  o f  t he  pas t  and  d raws  f rom the  bu r thened  sp i r i t  i t s  cho ice
b less ings  upon  the  head  o f  those  who  bes tow and  impr in ts  fee l i ngs  o f  g ra t i t ude
tha t  con t inue  in  l i ve l y  remembrances ,  when  ca res  and  so r rows  w i l l  l ong  have
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been  bur ied  in  fo rge t fu lness .  To  be  p laced  in  such  c i r cumstances  i s  no t
unpro f i t ab le ,  however  unp leasan t .  To  be  depar ted  f rom the  soc ie ty  o f  t hose  fo r
whom we l i ve ,  and  fo r  whom we wou ld  d ie ,  i s  no t  w i thou t  i t s  recompense ;  such
a    pos i t i on  se rves  to  teach  man h is  weakness ,  and  dependence  on  the  Lo rd .  I t
cu l t i va tes  pa t ience ,  and ,  by  con t ras t ,  teaches  the  t rue  va lue  o f  good  soc ie ty  and
f r i ends .

I  am happy  to  l ea rn  tha t ,  a t  t he  depar tu re  o f  E lde r  P ra t t ,  t he
Pres idency  o f  the  Br i t i sh  Confe rences  has  been  en t rus ted  to  your  ca re ;  as  I  am
sat i s f ied  you  possess  every  qua l i f i ca t ion  fo r  tha t ,  and  the  Ed i to r ia l  depar tment .

As  you  have  exper ienced  an  in te res t  i n  th i s  m iss ion ,  and  des i re
in fo rmat ion  respec t ing  our  s i tua t ion ,  I  devo te  a  l i t t l e  le isu re  in  th row ing
toge the r  a  few c i r cumstances .

To  commence,  then .  We are  a l l  we l l .  E lders  S tenhouse  and  Woodard
a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  e n g a g e d .  T h e i r  d i l i g e n c e  a n d  f a i t h f u l n e s s  d e s e r v e
commenda t ion .  I  cou ld  no t  have  se lec ted  two  be t te r  qua l i f i ed  fo r  the  va r ious
du t ies  pe r ta in ing  to  the  s ingu la r  cou rse  wh ich  I  have  to  adop t  i n  conduc t ing
th is  m iss ion .  I  have  no t  as  ye t  heard  f rom E lder  Toron to .

Th ink  no t ,  dea r  F rank l i n ,  t ha t  we  a re  amid  the  marb le  pa laces ,  no r
su r rounded  by  t he  cho i ce  p roduc t i ons  o f  a r t  wh i ch  ado rn  many  po r t i ons  o f  t h i s
wond rous  l and .  He re ,  a  man  mus t  p reach  f r om house  t o  house ,  and  f r om hove l
to  hove l .  Here ,  many  a  dwe l l i ng  has  no  g lass  in  the  w indows;  and  f rom the
scarc i t y  o f  fue l ,  t he re  i s  o f ten  no  f i re  upon  the  hear th ;  and  dur ing  the  long
w in te r  even ing ,  t he  fam i l y  a re  hudd led  toge the r  i n  t he  s tab le ,  among  the
ca t t le ,  fo r  the  sake  o f  a  l i t t l e  warmth  wh ich  they  cannot  f ind  e lsewhere .

In  ou r  in te rcourse  w i th  the  c le rgy ,  we  have  been  t rea ted  w i th  respec t ;
bu t  i t  i s  i n  va in  tha t  we  announce  to  them the  g rea t  message  o f  the  las t  days .
The p ro fessed teachers  o f  re l ig ion  have  a lways  been s low to  rece ive  the
reve la t i ons  o f  heaven .  When  a t tend ing  the i r  p lace  o f  worsh ip  the  o the r  Sunday ,
one  o f  t he i r  m in i s te rs  l ooked  p i teous l y  upon  us ,  and  then  a t  t he  congrega t ion ,
to  whom he  sa id ,  i n  tones  mourn fu l l y  l ow ,  "Do  no t  l eave  tha t  dear  chu rch
wh ich  i s  consec ra ted  by  so  many  g lo r i ous  remembrances ,  and  fo r  wh ich  you
fa thers  have  d ied . "  What  wou ld  have  been  h is  fee l ings  i f  he  had  know tha t ,  i n
a  few hours  a f te rwards ,  I  bap t i zed  one  o f  h is  f lock  who had  been l i s ten ing  to
h i s  a d m o n i t i o n .

Wi th  regard  to  Roman ism,  le t  no  one  imag ine  tha t  ou r  d i f f i cu l t i es  a re
dec reased ,  because  the  Pope  has  quar re l l ed  w i th  the  k ing  o f  P iedmont .  The
in f l uence  o f  papa l  dom ina t i on  does  no t  c rumb le  away  be fo re  t he  ea r thquakes
o f  po l i t i ca l  con t roversy .  The  sys tem o f  educa t ion  has  en th roned  i t  too  f i rm ly  to
be  shaken  by  the  t im id  p ro tes t  o f  an  I ta l i an  government .  I n  tak ing  a  genera l
survey  o f  I ta ly ,  a  dark  c loud  hangs  over  i t s  bosom.  I f  the  t ree  i s  to  be  judged
by  i t s  f ru i t s ,  what  mus t  be  the  s ta te  o f  th is  coun t ry?  -  what  f ru i t  has  i t  borne
fo r  ages  and  ages?  V ice  has  wa lked  w i th  bo ld ,  unb lush ing  coun tenance  th rough
i t s  p roud  c i t i es ;  and  when  man  has  da red  to  th ink  fo r  h imse l f ,  and  sea rch  fo r
t r u th  am id  t he  l aby r i n th  o f  op in ion ,  he  has  qu i ck l y  been  removed  to  a
dungeon .  The re  t he  g rea t  Ga l i l eo  was  immured ,  and  t he re  hund reds  have  d i ed
whose  names  a re  unknown ,  bu t  who  were  as  sens i t i ve  t o  pa in  and  opp ress ion
as  any  ch i ld  o f  Adam.  The  dark  ve i l  o f  the  inqu is i t i on  i s  d rawn over  many  o f
these  scenes ;  ye t ,  ever  and  anon  i t  i s  b lown as ide ,  and  we  see  the  ins t ruments
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o f  t o r t u re  and  t he  bones  o f  t he  ma r t y red .
Bu t  t he  t ime  has  now a r r i ved  when  the  Gospe l  mus t  be  sounded

th rough  the  ea r th ,  and  i t a l y  w i l l  hea r  i t s  announcemen t ,  t hough  a l l  i t s  dead
popes  shou ld  burs t  in to  l i fe !  Nor  w i l l  the  impor tance  o f  th is  miss ion  be  l im i ted
to  I ta l y :  the  way  w i l l  open  f rom hence  to  o ther  par ts  o f  the  wor ld .  There  has
long  been  an  i n t ima te  connex ion  be tween  the  P ro tes tan ts  he re  and  i n
Swi tzer land.  I  in tend to  ava i l  myse l f  o f  th is  c i rcumstance,  tha t  the  Gospe l  may
be es tab l i shed in  bo th  p laces .  I  sha l l  c i rcu la te  the  "Vo ice  o f  Joseph"  here ,  and
in  the  Swiss  Cantons ;  and  a lso  ano ther  work ,  wh ich  I  am ge t t ing  t rans la ted
th rough  the  po l i t eness  o f  the  F rench  m iss ion .  There  a re  many  pa r t s  o f  I t a l y
where  the  Lord  has  a  peop le :  among o thers  I  m igh t  ment ion  the  c i t y  o f  N ice ,
and  the  anc ien t  repub l i c  o f  San  Mar ino ;  bu t  the  t ime  has  no t  ye t  a r r i ved  fo r
sound ing  the  Gospe l  t r umpe t  i n  t hose  p laces .

I f  c i rcumstances  permi t ,  I  sha l l  p robab ly  v is i t  Eng land in  February  o r
M a r c h .

The  work  he re  i s  s low  and  ted ious .  The  sp i r i t ua l  a tmosphere  a round
us  is  l i ke  the  Egypt ian  darkness  wh ich  migh t  be  fe l t .  Never the less ,  the  Church
has  been  es tab l i shed .  The  t ree  has  been  p lan ted  and  i s  sp read ing  i t s  roo ts .  The
leaven  has  begun  to  p rocess .  Many  good  th ings  have  been  spoken  conce rn ing
Is rae l .  Many  p rophec ies  o f  g rea t  impor tance  have  been  g iven  in  connex ion  w i th
th i s  m iss ion ;  and  reca l l i ng  them to  m ind  seems l i ke  the  dawn ing  o f  day  upon
the  ben igh ted .  We  espec ia l l y  remember  t he  one  you  u t t e red  a t  t he  mee t i ng  i n
London .  You  have  no t  f o rgo t ten  p rophesy ing  tha t  t housands  wou ld ,  e re  l ong ,
embrace  the  Gospe l  in  I ta ly .  We have  a lso  been assured  tha t ,  be fo re  i t  was
known in  Great  Br i ta in ,  a  miss ion  was appo in ted  to  I ta ly ;  the  sp i r i t  o f
p rophecy  tes t i f i ed ,  by  the  mouths  o f  B re th ren  in  Wa les ,  tha t  the  E lders  shou ld
come to  t h i s  l and ,  and  commence  the i r  l abou rs  a t  t he  fee t  o f  t hose  moun ta ins
by  wh ich  we  a re  now enc i rc led ,  and  tha t  f rom hence  i t  shou ld  ex tend  i t se l f
t r i umphan t l y .  P ray ing  fo r  the  fu l f i lmen t  o f  these  p rophec ies ,

I  am,  dear  Bro ther ,
Yours  very  a f fec t ionate ly

LORENZOSNOW.
To Frankl in  D.  Richards,
L iverpoo l .

LETTER V.

Tur in ,  I ta ly ,
Janua ry  25 th ,  1851 .

DEAR PRESIDENTHYDE,
Af ter  seven months  res idence in  I ta ly ,  I  am go ing to  b id  i t  fa rewel l  fo r

a  season .  I f  t he  a t t rac t ions  o f  phys ica l  na tu re  cou ld  command a l l  my  a t ten t ion ,
I  m igh t  long  l inger  to  gaze upon these rea lms o f  love l iness .  One migh t  t rave l  fa r
ove r  the  ea r th  be fo re  he  f i nds  a  fa i re r  c l ime .  Here  man  dwe l l s  benea th  an
a lmos t  c loud less  sky .  The  sun  scarce ly  h ides  h is  face  in  summer  o r  w in te r ;  and
when,  a t  even t ide ,  h is  go lden  g lo r ies  fade  beh ind  the  wes te rn  h i l l s ,  the  s i l ve r
s ta rs  shed  a  se rene  lus t re  over  the  b lue  vau l t  o f  immens i t y .  Bu t ,  the
remembrance  o f  t he  mora l  scenery  am id  wh ich  I  have  been  mov ing  w i l l  be
more  imper i shab ly  eng raved  on  my  sp i r i t ,  t han  a l l  t he  b r i gh tness  o f  t he
f i rmamen t ,  o r  t he  ve rdu re  o f  p ra i r i es  ename l led  w i th  ten  thousand  f l owers .
Amid  the  love l iness  o f  na tu re  I  found the  sou l  o f  man l i ke  a  w i lderness .
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From the  pa lace  o f  the  K ing ,  to  the  lone  co t tage  on  the  mounta in ,  a l l  was
sh rouded  i n  sp i r i t ua l  da rkness .  P ro tes tan t  and  Pap i s t  l ooked  upon  each  o the r
as  ou tcas ts  f rom the  hopes  o f  e te rn i t y ;  bu t  regarded  themse lves  as  the  favo r i tes
o f  heaven .  And  thus  t hey  had  done  f r om t ime  immemor ia l .  The  chang ing
ephemera l      sec ta r ian ism o f  Eng land  and  Amer ica ,  i s ,  i n  many  respec ts ,  un l i ke
the  s tu rdy  supers t i t i on  o f  th i s  coun t ry .  Here ,  P ro tes tan t i sm i s  no t  the  o f f sp r ing
o f  boas ted  modern  re fo rmat ion ;  bu t  may  fa i r  d i spu te  w i th  Rome as  to  wh ich  i s
the  o ldes t  i n  apos tacy .  Eve ry  man  ho lds  a  c reed  wh ich  has  been  t ransmi t ted
f rom s i re  to  son  fo r  a  thousand  years ,  whe the r  he  be  Pro tes tan t  o r  Ca tho l i c ;  and
o f ten  he  w i l l  l ay  h is  hand  on  h is  hear t ,  and  swear  by  the  fa i th  o f  h is  fo re fa thers ,
tha t  he  w i l l  l i ve ,  and  d ie ,  as  they  have  l i ved  and d ied .

The  Pro tes tan ts  fo rm a  ve ry  sma l l  m ino r i t y .  They  have  been  ha rassed
for  cen tur ies  by  f ie rce  a t tacks  f rom power fu l  a rmies  o f  Catho l i cs ;  bu t  a f te r
sangu ina ry  pe rsecu t ions ,  t hey  have  rev i ved  as  the  co rn ,  and  g rown  as  the  v ine .
Once  the i r  l as t  remnan t  was  d r i ven  to  Sw i tze r land ;  bu t  a  courageous  m in is te r ,
assuming  a  m i l i t a ry  charac te r ,  l ed  them back  v i c to r ious ly  to  the i r  na t i ve
va l leys .  The por t ra i t  o f  th is  hero  bears  the  fo l lowing inscr ip t ion :  -

" I  p reach  and  f igh t :  I  have  a  doub le  commiss ion ;  and  these  two
con tes ts  occupy  my sou l .  Z ion  i s  now to  be  rebu i l t ,  and  the  sword  i s  needed as
wel l  as  the t rowel . "

The  Eng l i sh  government  has  severa l  t imes  in te r fe red  in  the i r  beha l f ;
and  l a rge  dona t i ons  have  been  sen t  t hem f rom va r i ous  P ro tes tan t  coun t r i es .
Many  a  t r i bu te  o f  adm i ra t i on  has  been  pa id  t hem by  men  o f  ab i l i t y  f r om the
ch ie f  sec ts  o f  Pro tes tan t ism,  t i l l  the i r  l i t t le  church  has  been f la t te red  in to
immeasu rab le  se l f - impo r tance .

The  fo l l ow ing  hymn expresses  the  fee l i ngs  engendered  by  the i r
romant i c  s i tua t ion :  -

For  the  s t rength  o f  the  h i l l s  we b less  Thee,
Our  God ,  ou r  fa the rs '  God .
T h o u  h a s t  m a d e  T h y  c h i l d r e n  m i g h t y
By  the  touch  o f  t he  moun ta in  sod .
Thou  has t  f i xed  ou r  a rk  o f  re fuge
Where  the  spo i l e r ' s  hoo t  ne 'e r  t r od .
For  the  s t rength  o f  the  h i l l s  we b less  Thee,
Our  God ,  ou r  fa the rs '  God .
We are  watchers  o f  a  beacon ,  
Whose  l i gh t  mus t  never  d ie :
We a re  guard ians  o f  an  a l ta r ,
'M ids t  the  s i lence o f  the  sky .
The  rocks  y ie ld  foun ts  o f  courage ,
S t ruck  fo r th  as  by  Thy  rod .
For  the  s t rength  o f  the  h i l l s  we b less  Thee,
Our  God ,  ou r  fa the rs '  God .
Fo r  t he  da rk  resound ing  cave rns ,
Where Thy s t i l l ,  smal l  vo ice is  heard;
For  the  s t rong  p ines  o f  the  fo res ts ,  
Tha t  by  Thy  b rea th  a re  s t i r r ed ;
For  the  s to rm,  on  whose  f ree  p in ions ,
Thy  Sp i r i t  wa lks  abroad;
For  the  s t rength  o f  the  h i l l s  we b less  Thee,
Our  God ,  ou r  fa the rs '  God .
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The  roya l  eag le  da r te th
O 'e r  h i s  qua r ry  f rom the  he igh ts ,
And  the  s tag ,  t ha t  knows  no  mas te r ,
Seeks there  h is  w i ld  de l igh ts ;
Bu t  we ,  fo r  Thy  commun ion ,
Have  sough t  t he  moun ta i n  sod .
For  the  s t rength  o f  the  h i l l s  we b less  Thee,
Our  God ,  ou r  fa the rs '  God .
The  banner  o f  t he  ch ie f ta in ,
Far ,  far  be low us waves;
The  wa r -ho rse  o f  t he  spea rman
Canno t  reach  our  l o f t y  caves .
T h y  d a r k  c l o u d s  w r a p t  t h e  t h r e s h o l d
Of  f reedom's  las t  abode .
For  the  s t rength  o f  the  h i l l s  we b less  Thee,
Our  God ,  ou r  fa the rs '  God .
Fo r  t he  shadow o f  Thy  p resence
Round  ou r  camp  o f  r ock  ou t sp read ;
For  the  s tern  de f i les  o f  ba t t le ,
Bear ing  reco rd  o f  ou r  dead ;
Fo r  t he  snows  and  fo r  t he  to r ren ts ,
For  the  f ree  hear t ' s  bu r ia l  sod ;
For  the  s t rength  o f  the  h i l l s  we b less  Thee,
Our  God ,  ou r  fa the rs '  God .

The i r  se l f -es teem,  jo ined  w i th  deep  ignorance ,  p resen ts  a  fo rm idab le
oppos i t i on  to  the  p rogress  o f  the  Gospe l .  They  have  had  so  l i t t l e  in te rcourse
w i th  o the r  pa r ts  o f  the  ear th  -  so  l i t t l e  knowledge  o f  any  th ing  beyond  the i r  own
scenes o f  pas tora l  l i fe ,  tha t  i t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  fo r  them to  contempla te  the  grea t
p r inc ip les  o f  t empora l  and  e te rna l  sa l va t i on .

One long  round  o f  a lmos t  un remi t t i ng  to i l  i s  the  por t ion  o f  bo th  sexes .
the  woman who  i s  venerab le  w i th  g rey  ha i rs  i s  seen  laden  w i th  wood ,  o r  heavy
baske ts  o f  manure ,  wh i le  t rave l l i ng  the  rugged  pa ths  o f  the  moun ta ins .  No
d rudge ry  he re  bu t  wha t  mus t  be  sha red  by  t he  de l i ca te  f ema le  f r ame .  I  have
t rave l led  fa r  over  the  ear th ,  f rom the  con f ines  o f  the  to r r id  Zone  to  the  reg ions
o f  e te rna l  snow,  bu t  neve r  be fo re  behe ld  a  peop le  w i th  so  many  men ta l  and
phys ica l  de rangements .  Bu t  the  hour  o f  t he i r  de l i ve rance  d raws  n igh .

The  cons t i t u t i on  o f  th i s  k ingdom a f fo rds  no  guaran tee  tha t  we  sha l l
eve r  en joy  the  same re l i g ious  p r i v i l eges  as  ou r  b re th ren  in  Eng land  and  o the r
coun t r i es .

A  merc i f u l  p rov idence  has  h i t he r to  p rese rved  us  f rom be ing  en tang led
in  the  meshes  o f  the  law.  A  bookse l le r  to ld  me,  the  o ther  day ,  tha t  he  was  no t
a l lowed to  se l l  a  B ib le .  No work  i s  permi t ted  to  be  pub l i shed tha t  a t tacks  the
pr inc ip les  o f  Ca tho l i c i sm.  I  l ook  w i th  wonder  upon  the  road  by  wh ich  the  Lord
ha th  led  me s ince  I  came to  th is  land .  F rom the  f i r s t  day  tha t  I  t rod  the  I ta l ian
so i l ,  t he re  has  been  a  cha in  o f  c i r cums tances  wh ich  has  no t  sp rung  f rom
chance ,  bu t  f rom the  w ise  a r rangemen t  o f  H im who  ru le th  i n  t he  k ingdoms  o f
men .  I  t hank  my  Heaven ly  Fa the r  t ha t  I  was  res t ra ined  f rom any  a t tempt  to
hur ry  the  great  work  w i th  wh ich  I  was ent rus ted .  A l l  the  jea lous  po l icy  o f  I ta ly
has  been  hushed  i n to  repose  by  the  compara t i ve  s i l ence  o f  ou r  ope ra t i ons ;  and ,

ITALIAN MISSION.2 2



© 2003 Bella Sion, Inc.  ( http://www.bellasion.org )
Permission granted to reproduce these materials on a limited basis for personal use only

a t  t he  same t ime ,  no  p r i nc ip le  has  been  compromised ,  no  concess ion  has  been
made ,  bu t ,  f rom day  to  day ,  we  were  a lways  engaged  fo rm ing  some new
acqua in tance ,  o r  b reak ing  down  some anc ien t  ba r r i e r  o f  p re jud i ce .

Such  s lowness  was  no t  agreeab le  to  me as  a  man;  bu t  I  l ook  fo rward  to
the  day  when  the  s tab i l i t y  and  g randeur  o f  ou r  bu i l d ing  w i l l  be  an  amp le
rewa rd  f o r  t hose  mon ths  o f  l abou r  wh i ch  may  no t  have  been  a t t ended  w i t h  any
th ing  ex t rao rd ina ry  i n  the  eyes  o f  t hose  who  judge  mere l y  by  the  ex te rna l
a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  m o m e n t .

Here  I  may  re la te  a  d ream,  wh ich ,  though  s imp le  in  i t se l f ,  p resen ted  a
theme  fo r  med i t a t i on  unde r  ou r  pecu l i a r  c i r cums tances .

I  though t  I  was  in  company  w i th  some f r i ends ,  descend ing  a  gen t le
s lope o f  beaut i fu l  g reen,  t i l l  we came to  the  bank  o f  a  la rge  body  o f  water .  Here
were  two sk i f f s ;  and  as  I  embarked  in  the  one ,  my f r iends  fo l lowed in  the  o ther .
We moved s low ly  over  the  face  o f  th is  w ide-spread ing  bay ,  w i thou t  w ind ,  o r  any
exer t ion  on  our  par t .  As  we were  on  a  f i sh ing  excurs ion ,  we were  de l igh ted  to
beho ld  la rge  and  beau t i fu l  f i sh  on  the  su r face  o f  the  wa te r ,  a l l  a round ,  to  a  vas t
d i s tance .  We  behe ld  many  pe rsons  sp read ing  the i r  ne ts  and  l i nes ;  bu t  t hey
seemed to  be  a l l  s ta t ionary ;  whereas  we were  in  con t inua l  mot ion .  wh i le
pass ing  one  o f  t hem,  I  d i scove red  a  f i sh  had  go t  upon  my  hook ,  and  I  t hough t
i t  m igh t ,  perhaps ,  d is tu rb  th is  man 's  fee l ings  to  have  i t  caught ,  as  i t  were ,  ou t
o f  h i s  hands ;  never the less ,  we  moved  a long ,  and  came to  the  shore .  I  t hen  d rew
in  my  l i ne ,  and  was  no t  a  l i t t l e  su rp r i sed  and  mor t i f i ed  a t  the  sma l lness  o f  my
pr i ze .  I  t hough t  i t  ve ry  s t range  tha t ,  among  such  a  vas t  mu l t i t ude  o f  nob le ,
super io r - look ing  f i sh ,  I  shou ld  have made so  smal l  a  hau l .  Bu t  a l l  my
d isappo in tments  van ished  when  I  came to  d i scover  tha t  i t s  qua l i t i es  were  o f  a
ve ry  ex t rao rd ina ry  cha rac te r .Wh i l e  enc i r c led  by  many  pe rsons  o f  nob le
bear ing  and  cons ide rab le  i n te l l i gence ,  a  p rospec t  seemed  open ing  fo r  t he
emp loymen t  o f  some among  them in  the  work  o f  t he  m in i s t r y .  Bu t  t he  Lo rd
judge th  no t  as  man judge th .  the  f i r s t  na t i ve  o f  these  va l leys  tha t  I  o rda ined  to
p reach  the  Gospe l  was  one  who  swayed  no  ex tended  i n f l uence ,  and  boas ted  no
grea t  na tu ra l  ab i l i t i es ;  bu t  he  sough t  the  Lo rd  w i th  fas t i ng  and  p rayer ,  and  the
Sp i r i t  began  to  res t  upon  h im migh t i l y ,  show ing  h im,  in  the  d reams o f  n igh t ,
the  g lo r ious  rea l i t y  o f  tha t  work  w i th  wh ich  he  had  become assoc ia ted .

Fee l ing  i t  w isdom to  send E lder  S tenhouse to  Swi tzer land,  and to  leave
E lde r  Woodard  i n  I t a l y ;  and  know ing  the  fo rm idab le  cha rac te r  o f  t he
d i f f i cu l t i es  w i th  wh ich  they  mus t  s t rugg le ,  I  reso lved  to  bes tow upon  them such
b less ings  as  the  requ i red  in  the  d i scharge  o f  the i r  impor tan t  du t ies ;  and  as
there  is  power ,  knowledge,  and w isdom in  the  H igh Pr ies thood,  I  fe l t  i t  was
accord ing  to  the  mind  o f  the  Sp i r i t  tha t  they  shou ld  be  ca l led  to  tha t  o f f i ce .

We  have  he re  no  t emp le  -  no  bu i l d i ng  made  by  human  hands ,  bu t  t he
moun ta in ' s  tower  a round  us ,  fa r  above  a l l  t he  ed i f i ces  wh ich  Pro tes tan ts  o r
Pap is ts  use  in  th i s  coun t ry .  On  Sunday ,  the  24 th  o f  November ,  we  ascended  one
o f  t hese  eminences  wh ich  seem to  occupy  a  pos i t i on  be tween  ea r th  and  shy ,
and  wh ich ,  on  a  fo rmer  occas ion ,  we  had  named  Moun t  B r i gham.  Dur ing  ou r
ted ious  ascen t ,  the  sun  shone  fo r th  i n  i t s  b r igh tness ;  bu t  i n  such  par ts  as  were
s h a d e d ,  w e  f o u n d  s n o w  u p o n  t h e  g r o u n d ,  a n d  m a n y  a  c r a g g y  p e a k  a n d  r o c k y
summi t  on  every  s ide  was  wh i te  w i th  f leeces  o f  w in te r .  Hav ing  reached the  spo t
we  sough t ,  we  gazed  w i th  rap tu re  on  the  enchan t i ng  scenes  o f  su r round ing
na tu re .  Be fo re  us  was  a  p la in  so  vas t ,  tha t  i t  seemed as  i f  immens i ty  had  become
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v is ib le .  A l l  was  leve l  in  th is  ocean o f  space,  and ye t  no  sameness  appeared on
i t s  fe r t i l e  bosom.  Here  towns  and  c i t i es  were  env i roned  by  the  resources  f rom
wh ich  the i r  i nhab i tan ts  had  been  fed  fo r  ages .  Anc ien t  and  fa r - famed I ta l y ,  the
scene  o f  our  m iss ion ,  was  spread  ou t  l i ke  a  v i s ion  be fo re  our  enchan ted  eyes .
L igh t  and  shade  p roduced  the i r  e f fec t  i n  tha t  vas t  p i c tu re  to  a  su rp r i s ing
degree ;  fo r  wh i le  the  c louds  f lung  the i r  shadows on  one  par t ,  ano ther  was    i l l u-
mina ted  w i th  the  most  b r i l l i an t  sun-  l i gh t ,  as  fa r  as  the  eye  cou ld  reach .  Bu t
the re  was  one  ha l low ing  re f lec t ion  wh ich  th rew a l l  a round  a  b r igh te r  l us t re
than  the  noon- t i de  f i rmament :  i t  was  in  tha t  p lace ,  two  mon ths  be fo re ,  tha t  we
organ ized  the  Church  o f  Jesus  Chr i s t  i n  I ta l y .  I f  we  had  s tood  upon  a  pavement
o f  go ld  and  d iamonds ,  i t  wou ld  no t  have  p roduced  an  impress ion  l i ke  t he
impe r i shab le  remembrance  o f  t ha t  sac red  scene .

Amid  th is  sub l ime d isp lay  o f  the  Crea to r ' s  works ,  we sung the  p ra ises
o f  H is  e te rna l  Name,  and  imp lo red  those  g i f t s  wh ich  our  c i r cumstances
r e q u i r e d .

I  then  o rda ined  E lde r  Woodard  as  a  H igh  Pr ies t ,  and  asked  my
Heaven ly  Fa the r  to  g i ve  h im w isdom and  s t reng th  to  wa tch  ove r  the  Church  in
I ta l y ,  wha tever  m igh t  be  the  scenes  th rough  wh ich  i t  shou ld  have  to  pass ,  and
tha t  he  m igh t  be  enab led  to  ex tend  the  work  wh ich  I  had  commenced .  I  a l so
orda ined  E lde r  S tenhouse  as  a  H igh  Pr ies t ,  and  p rayed  tha t  h i s  way  m igh t  be
opened  in  Sw i tze r land  fo r  ca r ry ing  fo r th  the  work  o f  the  Lord  in  tha t
i n te res t i ng  coun t r y .

In  a  few days  a f te rwards ,  E lder  S tenhouse  p roceeded on  h is  m iss ion .
O I ta l y !  thou  b i r th -p lace  and  bur ia l -g round  o f  the  p roud  Caesars ,  who

swayeds t  t he  scep t re  o f  t h i s  mundane  c rea t i on  -  l and  o f  l i t e ra tu re  and  a r t s ,  and
once the  cent re  o f  the  wor ld 's  c iv i l i za t ion  -  who sha l l  te l l  a l l  the  greatness  wh ich
brea thes  in  the  s to ry  o f  thy  pas t?  and  who,  oh !  who  sha l l  te l l  a l l  the  cor rup t ion
wh i ch  b roods  on  t hy  bosom now?

Land o f  f lowers  and f ru i t fu lness  o f  the  v ine ,  the  o l i ve  and orange,  a l l
t ha t  b lushes  in  beau ty  and  charms  w i th  de l i cacy  i s  sp read  o 'e r  thy  g reen  f i e lds ,
o r  g rows  i n  t hy  emp i re  ga rden ;  bu t  t hy  ch i l d ren  a re  deep  i n  po l l u t i on ,  and
spr ing  l i ke  tho rns  and  th i s t l es ,  amid  thy  f l o ra l  scenes  o f  end less  enchan tment .
F rom the  wave-swep t  shores  o f  the  Med i te r ranean  to  the  base  o f  the  b leak
A lp ine  reg ion ,  thy  sunny  p la ins  l i e  spread  l i ke  a  fa i ry  rea lm.  Here  reposes  the
dus t  o f  m i l l i ons  tha t  were  m igh ty  i n  ages  gone  by ,  and  f l ooded  the  ea r th  w i th
the  fame o f  the i r  deeds .  Here  a re  the  f i e lds  tha t  have  been  c r imsoned  w i th  the
b lood  o f  roya l t y ,  and  have  become the  g rave  o f  dynas t ies .  Poe ts  tha t  sung  fo r
the  p ra i ses  o f  na t ions ,  and  p r inces  tha t  w ie lded  the  Scep t re  o f  power  du r ing
many a  c r i s i s  o f  the  wor ld ' s  h is to ry ,  a re  la id  low beneath  the  dus t  o f  thy  f ie lds
a n d  v i n e y a r d s .

But  i s  there  nought  here  save  the  tomb o f  the  pas t?  O,  I ta ly !  an  e te rna l
w in te r  fo l l owed  the  summer  o f  thy  fame,  and  f ros ted  the  f l owers  o f  thy  gen ius ,
and  c louded  the  sun-beams o f  g lo ry?  No !  the  fu tu re  o f  thy  s to ry  sha l l  ou tsh ine
the  pas t ,  and  thy  ch i l d ren  sha l l  ye t  be  more  renowned  than  i n  the  ages  o f  o ld .
Though  the  t r i p l e  c rown  o f  ea r th ' s  p roudes t  apos ta te  shed  a  t i nse l  sp lendou r
ove r  thy  bound less  supers t i t i on ,  T ru th  sha l l  ye t  be  v i c to r ious  amid  thy
Baby lon ish  reg ions .  Where  t r i umphan t  war r i o rs  were  s ta ined  w i th  go re ,  and
p r i nces  re igned  i n  t he  pomp o f  t y ranny ,  t he  su re ,  t hough  ta rdy  wo rk ing  o f  t he
Gospe l  now weaves  a  fa i re r  wrea th ,  and  w ins  a  b r igh te r  c rown.  I  see  a round  me
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many an eye wh ich  w i l l ,  one  day ,  g l i s ten  w i th  de l igh t  a t  the  t id ings  o f  E terna l
T ru th  -  many  a  coun tenance  wh ich  w i l l  adorn  the  assembl ies  o f  the  L iv ing  God.
There  i s  ye t  the  b lood  o f  Heaven 's  nob i l i t y  w i th in  the  hear ts  o f  many  amid  thy
sons  and  daugh te rs ;  and  sooner  w i l l  t ha t  b lood  s ta in  the  sca f fo ld  o f  mar t y rdom,
than  d i shonour  the  man ly  sp i r i t s  w i th  wh ich  i t  i s  connec ted .

Geneva,  February  6 th .  I  have  reserved  the  c los ing  o f  my le t te r  t i l l  my
ar r i va l  i n  Geneva .  As  I  took  my  depar tu re  fo rm P iedmont ,  much  k ind ly  fee l ing
was man i fes ted  towards  me.  I  behe ld ,  w i th  no  smal l  degree  o f  sa t i s fac t ion ,  the
work  o f  the  Lord  ex tend ing ,  and  the  l i ve ly  e f fo r t s  in  opera t ion  fo r  the  sp read
of  the  pr inc ip les  o f  T ru th .  You may fo rm some idea o f  the  d i f f i cu l t ies  wh ich
have beset  my e f fo r ts  to  pub l ish ,  when I  te l l  you  tha t  "The Vo ice  o f  Joseph"  is
now circulat ing in I taly,  with a wood-cut of a CATHOLIC NUN, ANCHOR, LAMP
and CROSS on the  f i rs t  page,  and on the  las t ,  Noah 's  Ark ,  the  Dove,  and the
Ol ive .  Wi th  th is  work ,  and "The Anc ient  Gospe l  Restored, "  in  my t runk ,
pockets ,  and ha t  I  c rossed the  A lps ,  in  the  mids t  o f  a  s to rm o f  snow,  scarce ly
knowing  whether  I  was  dead or  a l i ve .  I t  i s  one th ing  to  read o f  t rave l l ing  over
the  back  bone  o f  Europe  in  the  dep th  o f  w in te r ;  bu t  do ing  i t  i s  qu i te  d i f fe ren t .

S ince  my ar r iva l  in  the  famed c i ty  o f  Ca lv in ,  I  have had severa l  in te r-
v iews w i th  some in te l l igen t  Swiss  gent lemen,  who have,  th rough the  e f fo r ts  o f
E lde r  S tenhouse ,  and  the  c i r cu la t i on  o f  my  works ,  become much  in te res ted ,  and
promise  fa i r  to  g ive  a  good inves t iga t ion  to  the  work .  In  consequence o f  so
much d i f f i cu l ty  and vexat ion  in  ge t t ing  out  pub l ica t ions  in  I ta ly ,  I  fe l l
unw i l l i ng  to  d raw many  books  f rom tha t  quar te r ;  the re fo re ,  I  f ee l  i t  my  du ty  to
make  a r rangements  to  ge t  pub l i shed ,  he re ,  a  second  ed i t i on  o f  bo th  works .  I  am
much p leased w i th  the  p rospec t  o f  es tab l i sh ing  the  Gospe l  in  Geneva.  I  fee l
FREE,  and in  a  FREE atmosphere and to  prophecy GOODOF SWITZERLAND.

Yours  a f fec t ionate ly ,
LORENZOSNOW.

To Pres iden t  Orson  Hyde,

Kanesvi l le ,  Iowa Terr i tory ,  

No r th  Amer i ca .

LETTER FROM ELDER WOODARD T O LORENZOSNOW.

La Tour ,  Va l lee de Luserne,

P iedmont ,  I ta ly ,

Feb rua ry  26 th ,  1851 .

DEAR PRESIDENTSNOW,
I  am happy  to  in fo rm you  tha t  the  Bre th ren  and  S is te rs  in  I ta l y  a re  a l l

we l l ,  and  send the i r  sa lu ta t ions  to  you ,  w i th  the  reques t  tha t  you  w i l l  a l so  sa lu te
the  Churches  i n  Eng land  fo r  t hem.

On  the  24 th  o f  Feb rua ry ,  two  young  men  p resen ted  themse lves  f o r
bap t i sm.  I t  r a ined  and  snowed  aga in ,  and  the  a tmosphere  was  so  dense ,  t ha t  we
cou ld  no t  see  d is t inc t l y  a  l i t t l e  way  a -head.  Bu t  as  we descended towards  the
Angrogna  r i ve r ,  a  s ingu la r  scene  was  p resen ted  -  t he  c louds  sudden ly  ren t
assunder ,  as  i f  t hey  had  been  a  p iece  o f  paper ,  and  the  s ide  o f  Moun t  B r igham
was v is ib le  in  a  moment ,  f rom the  top  to  the  bo t tom.  I  exc la imed,  "The ve i l  over
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I ta ly  has  burs t ! "  and ye t ,  a t  the  ins tant ,  I  knew not  what  I  was say ing .  I  s tood
para lyzed  w i th  the  magn i f i cen t  v iews  wh ich  opened  on  every  s ide :  then  w i th  a
p rayer  to  I s rae l ' s  God ,  we  en te red  the  s t ream.

I n  t h e  e v e n i n g ,  a  c o n g r e g a t i o n  a s s e m b l e d ,  a n d  I  c o m m e n c e d
preach ing :  bu t  t he  dev i l  en te red  i n to  some who  had  been  res i s t i ng  the  T ru th ,
and  I  saw  he  had  go t  f i rm  ho ld ,  and  my  words  seemed  to  be  was ted  on  the
assemb ly ,  th rough  the  p resence  o f  such  a  deaden ing  and  de f i l i ng  in f l uence ,  I
t he re fo re  s topped  sho r t ,  and  sa t  down ,  a f te r  g i v ing  an  i n t ima t ion  tha t  eve ry
body might  go  where  they  l i ked .  By  th is  means I  go t  r id  o f  the  chaf f ,  wh i le  the
good  g ra in  rema ined .  I  t hen  re -commenced  p reach ing ,  and  the  power  o f  God
res ted  upon  us .  Many  a  tea r  ro l l ed  down those  wea the r -  bea ten  faces .  The  nex t
day  I  bap t i zed  ten  pe rsons :  t hey  a re  no t  t he  r i ch  and  nob le ,  bu t  you  j udge  them
by  the i r  own  language ,  as  they  have  each  g iven  me a  l i ne  to  send  to  the i r
fo re ign  bre thren.  They are  as  fo l lows:  -

1  May  we  mee t  when  the  ea r th  i s  renova ted .
2  Pray  fo r  a  young s is te r ,  who w ishes to  grow in  grace.
3  Absen t  i n  body ,  bu t  un i ted  in  sp i r i t .
4  Ha l l e lu jah ,  f o r  t he  Lo rd  ha th  remembered  h i s  peop le .
5  I f  we  do  no t  mee t  i n  these  bod ies ,  may  we  embrace  each  o the r  i n  the

resur rec t ion .  (Th is  i s  f rom a  Bro ther  who is  62  years  o ld . )
6  In  the  m ids t  o f  weakness  I  hope  fo r  s t reng th .
7  Pray  fo r  a  poor  Bro ther .
8  May  we be  c rowned w i th  g lo ry  when  the  wor ld  i s  j udged .
The o ther  Bre th ren  and S is te rs  have  sen t  the  fo l low ing :  -
We thank  ou r  Heaven ly  Fa the r  tha t  we  have  begun  to  wa lk  i n  the

pa thway  o f  a  new and  end less  l i f e .
One Brother ,  who is  a  f i rm be l iever  in  the "Vo ice o f  Joseph,"  I  have

advanced as  an  E lder .  F ive  months  ago ,  he  was  reques ted  to  take  the  o f f i ce  o f
E lder  in  the  Wa ldens ian  Church .  Th is  he  re fused .

P lease  address  my le t te rs  as  usua l ,  bu t  add  "Pos te  Res tan te , "  I  do  no t
see  an  open ing  a t  the  p resen t  moment ,  bu t  I  be l i eve  the  Lord  w i l l  enab le  me to
be  i ndependen t  o f  t he  Ho te l ,  and  by  tha t  means  I  sha l l  know more  as  to  the  t rue
cha rac te r  o f  t he  i nhab i t an t s .

Remember  me  to  S is te r  Woodard ,  and  a l l  f r i ends  whom you  see  in  you r
t rave ls .

A l l  k inds  o f  ca lumny  and  pe t t y  pe rsecu t ions  a re  b rough t  i n to  use .  The
dev i l  i s  no t  id le  here :  and  somet imes  he  te l l s  the  t ru th .

Yours  in  the  New and Ever las t ing  covenant ,
JABEZ WOODARD.

POETRY.

T H E H E R O Õ SR E W A R D .
BY MISS E.R.SNOW

Wel l  may the  f i re  o f  g lo ry  b laze
Upon  the  wa r r i o r s  t r ead ,

And  na t i ons  tw ine  the  wrea th  o f  p ra i se
A r o u n d  t h e  h e r o ' s  h e a d :

H i s  pa th  i s  honou r ,  and  h i s  name
Is  wr i t ten  on  the  sp i re  o f  fame.
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His  deeds  a re  deeds  o f  courage ,  fo r
He  t r eads  o ' e r  go ry  g round ,

Am id  t he  p r i de  and  pomp  o f  wa r ,
W h e n  c a r n a g e  s w e e p s  a r o u n d ;

W i th  swo rd  unshea th ' d ,  he  s tands  be fo re
The  foe ,  am id  t he  cannon ' s  roa r .

I f  such  the  meed  the  war r io r  ga ins  -
I f  such  the  pa lm he  bears  -
I f  such ins ign ia  he  obta ins  -
I f  such  the  c rown he  wears  -

I f  l au re ls  thus  h is  head  en tw ine ,
And  s t a r s  o f  t r i umph  round  h im  sh i ne ,

How nob le  mus t  be  h i s  reward
Who,  'm ids t  the  c ra f t s  o f  men ,

C lad  in  the  a rmour  o f  the  Lo rd ,
goes  fo r th  to  ba t t l e ,  when

The  powers  o f  da rkness  war fa re  wage ,
And  Sa tan ' s  hos t  a round  h im  rage .

Who  goes  op in i on  t o  unb ind ,
Tha t  reason  may  go  f ree ,

A n d  l i b e r a t e  t h e  h u m a n  m i n d
F rom p r i es t l y  t y ranny ,

To  sever  supers t i t i on ' s  rod ,
And  p ropaga te  t he  t r u th  o f  God ,

Who wars  w i th  p re jud ice ,  to  b reak
Asunde r  e r ro r ' s  cha in ,

And  make  the  sandy  p i l l a r s  shake
W h e r e  h u m a n  d o g m a s  r e i g n  -

Who  da res  to  be  a  man  o f  God ,
And  bear  the  Sp i r i t ' s  sword  abroad ,  -

Above a l l  ear th ly ,  h is  sha l l  be
An ever las t ing  fame:

The Arch ives  o f  E tern i ty
Wi l l  reg is te r  h is  name

Wi th  gems o f  sac red  honour  r i f e  -
His  crown wi l l  be eternal  l i fe .

STANZA O N THE PRESENTATIONOF THE BOOK OF
MORMON T O QUEENVICTORIA

BY MISS E .R. SNOW

Before  leav ing London,  E lder  Lorenzo Snow presented to  Her  Majes ty
Queen V ic tor ia ,  and H is  Roya l  H ighness Pr ince A lber t ,  th rough the  po l i teness  o f
S i r  Henry  Wheat ley ,  two  neat ly  bound cop ies  o f  the  Book  o f  Mormon,  wh ich
had  been  dona ted  by  Pres iden t  Br igham Young ,  and  le f t  i n  the  ca re  i s  E lder
Snow fo r  tha t  purpose,  wh ich  c i rcumstances  sugges ted  the  fo l low ing  l ines :  -

O f  a l l  t he  monarchs  o f  the  ea r th ,
Tha t  wear  the  robes  o f  roya l t y ,

She  has  i nhe r i t ed ,  by  b i r t h
The  b roades t  w rea th  o f  ma jes ty .
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From her  w ide  te r r i to r ia l  w ing ,
The  sun  does  no t  w i thd raw i t s  l i gh t ;
Wh i l e  ea r th ' s  d iu rna l  mo t i ons  b r i ng

To  o the r  na t i ons  day  and  n i gh t .
A l l  ea r th l y  th rones  a re  to t te r ing  th ings ,

Where  l i gh ts  and  shadows  in te rvene ;
And  rega l  honou r  o f t en  b r i ngs
The scaf fo ld  or  the  gu i l lo t ine .

But  s t i l l  her  scept re  i s  approved:  
A l l  na t ions  deck  the  wrea th  she  wears .
Yet ,  l i ke  the  youth  whom Jesus loved,

One th ing  i s  lack ing ,  even there .
But  lo !  a  pr ize  possess ing more

Of  wor th ,  than  gems w i th  honour  r i f e  -
A  hera ld  o f  Sa lva t ion  bore

To her  the  words  o f  end less  l i fe .
That  g i f t ,  however  foo ls  der ide ,

Is  wor thy  o f  her  roya l  care :
She 'd  be t te r  l ay  he r  c rown  as ide

Than  spu rn  the  l i gh t  re f l ec ted  the re .
O  wou ld  she  now he r  i n f l uence  bend  -

The  in f luence  o f  roya l t y ,
Mess iah 's  K ingdom to  ex tend ,

And  Z ion ' s  "nu rs ing  mother "  be :
Thus ,  w i th  the  g lo ry  o f  he r  name

Inscr ibed on Z ion 's  lo f ty  sp i re ,
She 'd  w in  a  wrea th  o f  end less  fame,
To  las t  when  o the r  wrea ths  exp i re .

Though over  m i l l i ons  ca l led  to  re ign ,
Herse l f  a  power fu l  na t ion 's  boas t ,
T  wou ld  be  her  ever las t ing  ga in

To serve the King,  the Lord of  Hosts .
Fo r  t he re  a re  c rowns  and  t h rones  on  h igh ,

And  k ingdoms  the re  t o  be  con fe r r ' d  -
The re  honou rs  wa i t  t ha t  neve r  d ie ;

The re  f ame ' s  immor ta l  t r ump  i s  hea rd .
Tru th  echoes  -  ' t  i s  Jehovah 's  word ;

Le t  k i ngs  and  queens  and  p r i nces  hea r :
In  d is tan t  I s les  the  sound  i s  heard ;

Ye heavens re jo ice!  O ear th,  g ive ear !
The  t ime ,  t he  t ime  i s  now a t  hand

To g ive  a  g lo r ious  per iod  b i r th :
The  Son o f  God w i l l  take  command,
And  ru le  t he  na t i ons  o f  t he  ea r th .

FINIS.
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