Bella SiOIl / BIOGRAPHIES

THE STORY OF DON VINCENT DI FRANCESCA /

THE STORY OF DON VINCENT DI FRANCESCA

IN HiIs OwN WORDS

A letter, written by Vincenzo Di Francesca to Leavitt Christensen, President of the the Italian District of the Swiss Mission.

Do volunteer work at the Mount Timpanogos Temple, in American Fork, Utah. One night, in December of 1997, while
doing work for some Italian names, a fellow worker mentioned that he had a copy of the original manuscript written by
Don Vincent Di Francesca to the Italy District President, from which the 1988 movie "How Rare a Possession" was made.

Two of my daughters, Lyssa (14) and Karina (16) and I typed it into Word Perfect, hoping to spread it around to those who

are interested.

We used thirteen pages of a hard-to read copy of the original account, written by Brother Di Francesca on May 28th, 1965.

My daughters complained that it was hard to read; to me it was easy because I've been reading Danish Parish Records for almost

Transcription and Preface by Dan Knudsen

1-1/2 years, where the handwriting keeps changing, just as you get one style figured out!

After re-reading our transcription and comparing it with the original, I made quite a few corrections. I have tried to keep

his original spelling, phrases and words, taking the liberty only of breaking it into more paragraphs than he did.

The entire page was full of print --there were no margins-- and sometimes the copy cut off words; hence,
inserted where the word couldn't be determined; a few other words couldn't be made out, and "..." was used again to show that.

It is obvious that English was not his first language, but since many of us don't have a real command of the language, that
shouldn't really be a problem--mainly it's a curiosity, how he put things together, and formed words we're not used to seeing.
He tried to spell phonetically, and realizing that, his spelling makes sense--i.e., series, for serious. A few words I don't know what

he intended to say.

was

Top: Vincenzo Di Francesca
as a Protestant Minister,
about age twenty-six. (circa 1914)
Right: The actual copy of the
Book of Mormon, without the
title page, that Vincenzo found
on top of a heap of ashes in a
barrel, in New York City.
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7 Gitiilmanna Street, Guatteni, Province of Falexma
May 28,1965
Fail Tue Spinitual Isnael - Branch of Epbraim - Chasen Brather -

President Leavitt:

ice in its own verginal beauty Zien smiles and enamowrs who feel his
mind and fears the sublime faith in the Godfiead.
The twa encountews, in NMaples City, both in Spring 1964-1965 and in

precise dates, weeks and menths of Upnil, are sweet in my memory, and
in my iselation in this Eastenn limit, the wemembierance is a fine camfont
te me that J. shall live in it in my resuwwected condition, in the Millennial Exra.

"By their werks you will fnow that they are mine.” Und it is veally because the Saints
ameng the Jtalian Gentiles differ as the light of the Sun with that of the Stars. J. intexpreting
Malacki say; "If Zien in this secand caming of the Redeemer should fall, with it should
fade the whole iuman race, and the Supreme Counsil of Feaven, will peaple the globte with
ancther nace of being, whe will be maore clieying te clisewe the divine Commandments and laws
that de not, the actual generation ef stiffneck of teday, of thiee miliards, seven hundied
theusand and nine hunduien twenty seven absewe this last great Dispensation of the Fulness
of Times, at the door of the Millennium, and trying te constuuct the Kingdem of Gad fox the
saluvation of the past and present seuls. The deuvil, with his malice, has made so much se that
the fiuman wace be a cat who eats the own little cats, killing the Prophets, Saints. and theit
praper Redeemer an the Cuass. This argument gave me reason in a discussion inta the saloon
of the Establishiment of Thevmal Watews ef Tenmini Imenes bast day, where J have been thiee
weels, to. care my infivmity (Uuthnistism. Fox this metive J. answer with delay te your grateful
letter of Upril 20, 1965.

With much pleaswie I made an abridgment of my stony waitten in my book of wemembrance,
in whom is begun a page infienent to the coordinating of the Jtalian Branch of he Church of
Jesus Chuist of Latter-day Saints, the twie kingdom of God on Cauth, initiated with the
Military Sewice man Saints undex the direction of the Swiss. Mission President Russon Johin
Mark, and conducted by Elder-Brothers Johin Duns, Jr., 1963, and Leavitt Christiansen
1964, 1965, toth Fresidents of the Branch.

Faith is. a magic force. She Book of Movmen has been my Missionary in one day of the
finst fortnight of Felrwwany 1910-- Religicus Cuviiculum Vitae

J bern at 9:00 o'clock, A.M., of Septembien 23,1888, under the Zediacal sign ""Balance,
and the Planet Venus," in the tewn of Gnatteri, Province of Falexmea, Sicily, Kingdem of
Jtaly. Both signs have a potent influence on the studies of Foly Scriptures ef all weligions
aﬁtﬁewadd%wtmnandﬁeatﬁmﬂuttacuﬂtmatetﬁwg&ﬁtm mind was the

aww/wwjgxewand&uedmmwbtw&mpwuetamedtﬁeumdaﬁbmmfam
aﬁ(%dandJVouwtammtaﬁwmateepmun&ftﬁmdayA nathing fnowing of the actual
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Dispensation of the Fulness of Times, because unknown in this Jsland ef Sicily, having the
President Lorenze Snow Umited his missien in Switzedand, and the frontien of Figh
Piedmant, NMoxth West Jtalian. By principle they were not fewwvent bigots eacept thiee of them
of the XV and XIX centuries, wha were Priests Preachers Cathalic, Upastolic, Roman,
Universal Chuwich of Rome. Thus J. tll the infancy heard exudite discussion on the weforn-

My parents were Joseph Di Franesca and Marianne Di Maria, both born in this town
of goed while, and maviied in fresh age.

Wt Febwary 22, 1892, my mother passed away, leaving exphan fer childien
Jesephine, Untenine, Vincent, andwewnamedmmeaﬁlimpmm&s Mary and Untenine
DiMaria;

t Cctobien 20, 1893, my father we-mariied in second wedding te Jane Giallembarde,
and of this maviage bown other two childrien: Sarah and James;

(Ut Septembien 26, 1895, J. stauted to frequent the finst elementary class, State Scheals,
and sae fox the years 1596, second, 1597 third, 1598 founth 1899 [ifth;

JIn all after school of these years, my grandfather Untonine would that J. had weceived
private religious teachings of a Salesian Teacher cetain Vincent Serie, a cousin of him, whe
unfeld me te wead with emphasis the Old and New Testament; and J was so much success,
in all lessons that fie, at the end, provised me with these words: ""Thou ant blessed!”

Ut Naovembien 3, 1900 I was admitted to frequent the finst class gymnasium,
a Gymnasium Lay-Cletical of Cefalu town, where J. studied neligion till July 2, 1905;

(Ut Septembier 20, 1905, my brother Untonine, then resident to New York City, U.S.A.,
invited me to pass there the Seminarvy vacation and J, about 17 years, cbtained a place in
second class en the Steam Ship. “City of Naples,” disembiarkted at New Yok Port, at
Cctabier 12, 1905. At home J. the first day, tock fuiendship with a friend of my brother a
Methadist Faster, named iel Dibellon, Jtalian Brandi Chapel. Seen J. became a teacher
of that congregation and, for my mexnit, the Venerabille proposed me te frequent the
Evangelical Cowrse of both Old and New Testament, at Knox College of New Yok, where
J got my degree of Fastor with great honox, at November 24, 1909;

At February 1910, in a coldest morning of the fivst fontnight, the feeper of the Jtalian
Chapel brought me a Gill of my Elder Collegue Scarillo, which fie gave me intelligence that
fie was sick of influence at bed, and begged me to cary myself to his. abiode down tlow Fifth
(uvenue to weceive instuuctions about urgent practice ef Protonatario te instwuct them. Se J. did,
and, while J walled on the vight sidewall in Broadway, towards. the Battery, of New York,
and propedy before the door of the “Fowse of the Mainer,” where now is the Figh Falace
of the “Singer Machine Company,” the streng high breeze of the Wind of Sea, who came from
the apened Sea did move the pages of seme thing like bock, thrown upon a bavel full of
ashes, neady te be tambed inte the City cleanline cax.
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The foun of the pages and the shape of the battem of them, where were binded, gave me
the idea that it were a eligiows book and the curiosity pushied me te approach it and taking
care to wead the press. (Ut finvst gaze vecagnized it was a weligiows ook and picked up. it,
beated it against the trunk of the bavel locked to the frontspice and found it teared, the fury
of the wind turned in my hands the pages and J, in haste, could read Wma, Mosiah,
Meormaen, Moroni, Isaia, Lamanite names that J, in my life, never had fieard te name, and
be by the haste ta go an be by the celd whe freze my face, I wrapped the disted bock in the
newspaper that J. had bought at the Great Fost building and coentinued my walk towards the
fowse of my collegue Scavillo.

Thexre, after words of comfont and took accord what J. should do. for him, and had the
feys of the shelf, greeted him and netoock the way of retuwn te home, thinking whe might be
thase strange pewonas, and as the Prephet Jsaia were amaong them ox fie were seme atfier
Jsaia of other neligious book, against the Old Testament.

Jeined at ieme 46-48 Cake street, down city, and teck off coat and cloves, seated before
the wind anxicus to fnow what wete in the divted pages, apened the packet and turning the
teared pages and the wholes, got fnowledge of the subiject neligious of the bock and, after
having read the pages of Jsaia, J was convinced that it were a religious bock, whe talfed
of things to come as they were come, but unfnown the Church whe teachied publicity such
doctiine, by cause existed none name on the cover and the frontpiece, since the pages wete

stiiped off.

The lecture of the declarations of the witnesses gave me a patent confidence that it were
a tuee bock, infevent to the New Testament. Then J descended in the street, entered into the
dwugstore, bought 20 cents. of disnatured aleofiol, ascended wp. in woom with cotton wetted of
alcohiel washed the nastness of all pages and in spase time 1ea... with twe love of intellect,
that remainder of pages whe gave me light and kneuledge of a fresh revelation, who left me
chauned to think the sowrce from where came, and destroyed myself as could find the sect
whe passessed such tenet. The lecture of such pages left in my memaory a strong magnet whe
attracted me te wead and re-wead twice and twice, and it xemained in mind that ... confrented
with the Gospel of Meridian Time and found it very fit to tell that it was a fifth Gospel of
the Redeemex.

U day J clesed the deor ef my woem with fey and kneeled with the book in hands, read
fivst the Chapter 10 of the Beck of Moroni, and after prayed too the Eternal Father, in the
Name of Fis Sen Jesus Chuist, asked to tell me if that Beok were of God and if it were good,
tue and util to mix the words of it with the four Gospels of Mattew, Mark, Luke, and Jofin
in my preaching publicity; and while J was in that pese, to await positive answexr, J. felt all
me body becoming cold and my heaxt to palpitate, as if it would talkk, and a gladness as. if
J had feund semething of precious, of extraondinary, who beared sweet conselation and left
in my memoxy supreme joy that fuman language finds not words to descript it, se much is

acanum.

WU was easy without efferd te my undewstand, and moxe J. read its. pieces more would
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wead and mare J thought of it the more I was impressed that I had received the assurance
that God had answered to my prayer in that way, and that that remainder of book was of
greatest benefit to me and towards to each and ef all whe listen its words.

Jmﬁmdayzsntypfceacﬁmgwm stiinged of new words of the Beak of Mevmen and
the Uistenens remained se much amazed who were not satisfacted of my collegues’ Sevmans,

and at figh and intellegibile veice, asked: "Why they do not preach the sweet arguments who
preachies, Den Vincent?'"" This benevolence made me damege, because my collegues cver
J was on the pulpit they listened with pleasure; and were convinced that God talked ... every
time, and some talk of the Bible is figurative, and grew the esteem toward me, became
that they attulbiuted te Satan. Veny human misewy!

J, an aftewncen for the finst time, was intevwupted in the meeting by the Vice Venerabile
to be less fancier while J talked of Mary the Vingin and subistened the Vision ef | Nephi
chapter 11:15, 36, that fie had stown by an Ungel, about 600 years before Chuist, fie without
any shame contradicted that, my assestion were abitraries, se of Masiah, Uma, 1)) and 1V
Nephi, Movmen, Ether, Moreni. This avwegant autherity encoraged my collegues and in all
my meetings, they did heard their weight. These centradictories made me webel ta such indignity
and J. became disoliedient to. the discussed warnings and to the clisenvance ef the methods of
the Sect, and they declaring me not sufferabile, dencunced me to the Committee of Censure,
and it, with fathexnal wexds, counseled me to burn the book of the devil that had brought so

JIn contradictory te the counsel J. neplied: "The apostraphe 'devil’ given to the book is
an opened contempt to the werd of God, contained in it, of the Prophet IJsaia that I have
contralled word by werd with cur Old Testament and found it precise under every nespect,
and the Whitings, Praphets and waords testifies wha the back is ef Gaod, that we adere and
achoaling the Christaloin, although it not precises te what Church it belongs but a thing is cer-
tain that it talfs abiout the appearance of the Redeemer, after his cuwcifixion, te a remote pecple,
crganized in nation in the continent, and the Redeemer himself organized a church with
Jews in Palestine, and gave commandments and baws. Gad, in this instant censures you, that
say: "We have gat a RBilile and cannat be any Bilile"; and Fe tells to you epenly in bitter
weliuke: "'C) fools you will have a Bibile; and it shall proceed forth from the Jews my ancient
covenant peaple and you thank the jews that they gave you a Bilile. Know you not that there
are more nations, than one? Fon behiold J. shall speak unte the Jews and they shall waite it;
and J. shall speak unto the other tiibes of the Fowse of Jsnael, which J led away and they
shall wite it, and J. shall alse speak unte all nations of the Earth and they shall wite it.
Und it shall came to pass that the Jews shall have the words of the Nephites and the
Nephites and the Jews shall have the words of the lost tribies of Jsnael; and the Cost tuilies
of Jsnael shall have the wards of the Nephites and Jews; and it shall come te pass that my
people, which are of the house of Jsrnael, shall be gathered fheme inte the land of their

passessions.”’
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The great troubile with mast of ws is. that we do not apply the teachings of the Gospel to
witheut practice is like a glass eye--all for show and nething for use." Jf J wexre to lose ene
of my eyes J centainly would buy a glass eye immediately. J. think if J. lost them both J
woeuld buy a couple glass eyes. But I would prefer to ook that much better than if J had
Faitbuvithout waonks is dead, like the body without spinit. We all fnow that the bady is of na
value when the spinit leaves it. It is anly a question of shoxt time when we must bury it. We
could not keep. it. It is what we de and not what we say that counts. Jt is alisolute oliedience
to the lond and the desive to fnow what the Lord wants ws to do and te fnew.

The back, that the Cammittee counsels from tallis of a church, whe the missed pages, de
nat let fnow where it is, very different of the Catholic Chuwich, of whom the Methodist made
shism. Und it's, better instead of burning the book that we practice what is. into it, and cextainly
talking, de not burn the book, because fear God, having asked to him if it is true, and my
prayer was, answered affismatively, positively, without shade of doubt, that J feel again in
my both fieart and mind and whele body in this same instant, in which defend his cause
against you all, neither J. pevmit to burn it, being my testimeny twer. Und, since you in te
pwnawwetﬁeomtencew&uzntﬁatmundmaﬁpagwaﬁaﬁaa&afﬂemg origined by the

"dewil," J. tell you that is proper the "devil” who suggest you te pevmit in your decision,
under foum of a fathedly te bring you in perdition life Judas Jscariot who sold the Redeemer
for thivty pennies.

J de net de it, I de not give you this pleaswre. It is, in this instant discusses before the
thwown of God, and encourage me to tell you, face te face, that your eyes are of glass and
ate near to God with wense but far with love him with the potence of your bodies, minds, and
feants; and, with the words of the Redeemer, "You are sepulchres paint of white!" Jt was
at the spark of fire to the powder inte a gun. She Committee got up. and ciied at mi of veice:
"It is encugh! We intimate te you do not offend cur authority in discipline college. That

)

bock, whe eppressed you must be burned, o will procure you series displeasures!

My neply: I nepeat do naot burn the book! J do not accept your fatherly! You want a
pefidy! Und want it proper of me. After cbtained a divine confinm of the tuth of the bock
J prefer ta ga aut of the cangregation rather wha burning the book!"

at April 25, 1914, this heavy conflict had is epilgue before the Council of Feace of the
Sect, and I was invited at a conciliation. But the subject of the judgement was not being

cﬁanged andtﬁe?)m?)maﬂﬁeomwdtﬁemmagmwdﬁaﬁaﬂemmm,&e&wmq
Cammttteefl)wap&ne Und he spofee with much benevelence: "jtwawt&we mydewtwt who
pretends te save you from sure perdition then, this maorning, we one thing must de every
offence to forgive. You fnow cur love for you that have made of all the possibile to help. you
in and cut of the callege, and we were always being glad of your prompt assiduity in all
atiedes and we always will de it with highest pleasure of tuwer elder brathers, but you must
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wememben that eur principal Rule is the cbedience blind, respectful, and abselute. You must
be moxe that persuaded convinced that that we de in this matter is for your goed, and the truth
is aur bang suffer your preaching the quachery of that wemainder bock thiown in tomb, bury
unschocled and unvalued from who possessed it. Then, you must be nobile as ever are being
to burn that vessel of falsefioads, that has beared betterness to our love of brothews of the

Goad Shepherd.”

My weply: "The talling of the Committee was not guate to me by the sele fact of
prapasing dastically te burn the book without a serene examine of what said Jsaia and the
Reswwiect Redeemer wha instituted surely a Chunch in a nation of this centinent, whe existed
in that epec, who spofe of him te ceme as if fhe were came, neither grate is unto me you talk-
ing, becawse if axe changed the musicians the music is always the same, namely to destroy
the book with fire, without an examination of its contained. Down... Down... such perilous
counsel, because if J. burn the Book effend the Godhead of which is argument in the declarations
of the witnesses of the book, whe was uuitten en plates of brass and old and they seen fave
such plates; and, J. that have had the positive assurence that what contains the baok is tuuer,
buning it J. beceme a disdained soul by the Godfiead to which prayed to give light and knouledge
unto me on the contained of it, and will be a slave, forweare and fugitive before the face of
God, as. Judah Jscariot. Shen, down...! down...! dewn...! such perilecus counsel...! J cbeyish
the divine councel to keep. fioly the remainder of the unfnown book, whe fnows, if a day it
might be propiticus unte me, unto you, and other peaple salvation'

IFhe Vice Venerabile: "Your proud spirit evil agree with us; and you fnow well to. insult
ws with the salvation of an unfnown book, well, answex to this bast warning: wepent ox not of
your stubilionness!!"’

My weply: Neo. Other more that your autherity might de it is te excommunicate me? "’
The finst judge: "I nathing maxe: it is. encugh the Counsil of Feace has been too forbearing
with your cuitical waords!"" My reply with the Book of Momen epened in hands: "' Praise to
(}adtﬁe&emaﬁjatfwt and glowy to the Sen Jesus Christ and to the Foly Ghost of the ook,
and it is. safe. Holy Ininity give me force to consenve spotless the grace that J have received
to fnow the tuuth divine contained in this semainder ef pages of beck. J. shall be faithful to
all that it has illumined my mind to add upon to that that J fnew of both Old and New
Testament, and give me the eppertunity to be asseciated te the peaple to whom belongs the
bock. Ah! what jey that day that J. shall depaxt of such Church and to fnow its philosophy,
whe cedtainly is supetion to this that J have learned till today. Oh! what sh... me will be the
day in which the compasings this Counsel of peace will know the truth and before the eyes of
the memory of each member will be present the judgment of today whe, with a stroke of pen
to cancel my spotless past by preaching the twth that they want not to ponder and lock for
ﬁmdmgtﬁeonmwﬁmdw%emtwaﬁﬁadﬁﬁdpwpﬂewﬁa&momt&eﬁedwmmjwm
Chist wesuwviected.”

J here concealed because the Vice Veneralbile wead the Decisien tock by the Council of
Feace against me and I, at high head with the bock contested in hands, listened the wards,
who justified my remontion of my degree of Paster and every #ight and privilege in the Sect
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of the Good Shephiend. Ended the lecture told me if J had semething te tell and my answer
was: "Us you have judged me teday, you will be judged by the Master the day in which you
will see his. lightening face and fe will ask reason of this iniquitows sentence. Und raising in
high the Bock of Movnen ciied: God, Etennal Father, defend thy ight against the stulbibiorness,
of this high assembly of judge!”" Then the Vice Venerabile, saw in that act, of that act feared,
and ciied with veice of debased man: "Encugh! encugh! with your false Theoghony! Be gone!
begone!" Und J went way with fresh courage to have defended my cause and that of the Bock
of Mevmen, consisting in remainder of pages ef an unfnown bock.

at May 15, 1914, the Supreme Synod examined a list of membier subiscuibiens and all
my disebiediences called me to be judicious to abandon that infedel bock and vepent, being the
Synad ef good intention te parden my stubibienness, and, at my negative answer: "that J have
naot born te beat the hard illustrious deors, make but free shall wn the kingdom of the death,
neitfier nichnesses nox fanens with fraud and vileness the vendicater century cheapen will not
see me."" Thus confivmed the Decisien, classed me habitual and incoriegibile weliel against the
Chuvich, with the loss. of all the ordinances and beceming a simple lay;

Ut Novembien 27, 1914, the Jtalian consulate of New York called me at the (buns with
my class of Levy of Trnoops 1888, and I embiarfed for Jtaly en the Steam Ship. "&vcé‘lﬂﬁite
Hand," disembarked at the Foxt of Naples, and was incorpored in the 127th 5
Infantry at Flonence City, in quality of simple soldier, and effective at the 10th Company;
and after past to the Company Command,;

it May 24, 1915, I was put inte movement and sent to the Front of actions of cembat,
in trench at Lava, Zagera, Zageni, and followed all the folly of the attacks, day and night,
of the Regiment, living fours of alarm of death, and every sont of suffeding of war in trench
and camp,;

(At August 5, 1916, I was dencunciated by the Catholic Upastelic Roman Chaplain of
the Regiment to the Colonnel Commander of defeatism, for I had velated the history of the
people ef Ummon which refused to fight and buiied the lums as a testimony that they fhad
never used them; and if the Lamanites were come against the Lamanites which refused to tafe
up. the avms and destroy them they shall go to God and be saved;

t August 6, 1916, the Colonnel ardered that J were esconted to his place and the
Mermen and me to the Colonnel, which heard my justification, invited me ta state the Chapter
24 of the Back of Wma. I did it before his simultanecws presence, and fe examined with
agrimenecws precen... the centained and athier sulitil questions, how J were in passess ef such
semainder of book without name and the scope why Js it in English tongue, anima- versioned
by the Chaplain of my different eligion, and being himself a bigot descendent of family of
Saint Uphensu of the Liguoris, of Naples, cadinal of the Catholic, Upostelic, Roman,
Chuwrich, who written and pubilished ""Bock of Eternal Maxims,"” net much cenvinced of my
assext, with low preconceit, punished me with ten days of imprisonment under a tent, to. bread
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and water, with distwust of nelating not moze the histey of degraded peaple that ae the
Umerican Red Skins.

At June 20, 1919, I was discharged and returned inte the States of the Union. There J.
met an old friend Mife Savace, Pastor of the Methodist Church, whe fnew my preceeding
history, and touched of my il wsage of ...; praizing straight familiarty ameng the members
of the Syned, and much esteem of me, frankly interceded in my faver to be admitted in
congregation as lay-trather, and after made steps for a sevene neconciliation.

Jt was vewy hard, but, at the end, came with abisclute specification of experiment that
J should follow my proetecter in abread mission. Se J was at Uuckland, New Zealand
Dominion Read, Ne, 253; Ut Sidney, Uustralia, No. 3 Crown Steeet, where J found Jtalian
emigration who made seties question aliout the gospel translated in editions of Cathiolic and
FPratestant translaterns, among whem Deadatus, son of Saint Uugustin, a high father of the
Catholic, Upestolic, Reman Church. They were unsatisfacted by the answens of Mike
Savace, and fe with angex let them to grumble, and positively sevolved the questions unto me.
J, en passess. of the tuuth convinced them but they would fnow where J had learned such
teachings and, of consequence, J. spoke of the Back of Mermon. Jt was sweet for them but
vewy bitter for my collegue, which almest every day fe guumbiled with me, but J. felt in my
mind and feart a strang will ta preach the tuuth divine. Mike, for zeal till the scruple, in his
sepats, denounced me "' Mavmen," with the Motto " The wolf loses the hair but not the vice,”
and again the Synod put in vigour the Decision May 15, 1914, and I was ferever eut of the Sect.

at May 18, 1930, while I made an analysis ef a piece of French cloth not wemembered
the significance of a pulley invented by a French Jnventor and tied to find it in the French
Dictienary in my pessess, and while J. seefeed it turning the pages of the letter M, were under
my eyes the words “Maovmen Sect”. Then, for curiosity, wead the whole specification with
vivid attention and in the suppaosition that it were infienent to the remainder of pages of the
Back that I pessessed, I wrote upon a piece of cartoon on the tabile " Movmons Sector fegs.
d'una veligion inventee in Umerigue vers 1830. Frave Univewsitie” and translated in English
compared them with the scriptured of the Beok, without name, and at May 29, 1930, theught
to waite to the Magnific President of Univewsity ef Prove, te ask information about a temain-
der of Beck wha talls of Nephi, UWlma, Mervmon, Jsaia, Lamanites, etc., and, ... he gave me
mtd&gencetﬁat&eﬁadpamedmy@eu%wtﬁeJﬂwtdentaﬁtﬁeeﬁtwcﬁaﬁ]wmCﬁ/twtaﬁ
Latter-day Saints, alias, Mewmoen, and fe cetainly will give precise infounation that, that
Baok without name in your possess belongs, to this Church;

Ut June 16, 1930, the President of the Church of Latter-day Saints of Salt Lake City,
Wtakh, USA, Feber Jeddy Grant, answered my Cletter, sending a copy of the Boek of
Mormen, in Jtalian language transtated by President Lorenze Snow, in 1854, while fe was
a Missicnary in Switzedand, and yet telling that he had informed too the President of
Ewwopean Missions in Liverpool, England, ""That he in that day was in vacatien at Salt
Lake City. FHe, few days late written me from Liverpool and sent me the Gaspel message;

At June 5, 1932, Upostle Jofin Undrew Widtsee came te Naples to baptize me, but a
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wevalution between Fascists and anti Fascists in this Island did deny by the Police of the
Great Falice Station of Palevme, to go to Naples, and J. wemained te be baptized to wait
ather chance, like Mases in attention of the promised land;

(Ut Septembier 22, 1934, J. stanted the corvespondence with Upostle Joseph F. Mewil,
successar in the Presidence to Upostle Johin Undrew Widtsoe, for being baptized but it was
impassilile te be done, for both Presidents of France Mission, D. J. Lang and Francis Salzer
aﬁSwwo-Qomtmﬂ/lmamn,anda&aﬁaxme,tﬁatﬂwaocawedtatﬁemmﬁqtﬁeaﬁucan
Etiopean War. At my wetun Upastle Joseph F. Mewdl, in 1936, put my name in the list of
Millennial Star, bu being in continue contact with the Church, and it was sent unto me till
1940, and it was stopped by the War )| ¢f this nation;

On January 14, 1937, after pastle Joseph F. Mewil, J. started covespending with
Upaostle Richard R. Lyman; with President FHugh B. Brown, whe came to Reme to baptize
me, but the letter of invite te me te go te Rome was delivered with delay the day which the
FPresident and family let Reme te ne-enter in Zion, by cause of War 1), and all missionaries
fleed way in Zien and J. wested without fape to be baptized.

The successon to Pnesident Fugh B. Brown was President Undrew K. Unastasion, in
Londen and after the declaration of War ) ef this nation remained cut eut of news of Jhe
Chuvich, tut always, faithful fellower and ... preacher of the Gaspel of the Dispensation of
the Fulness of Times evenyuwhiene, being in passess of the Standard Beoks of the Church that
J translated in my idiom and sent the impotant Chaptew by Post te pewsons of my acquantance
with the corded greeting, ""Goed day: ""The Morning Breaks- Johovak Speaks-of the immar-
tal Fymn of Upostle Parley p. Pratt;

On Febrwwarny 13, 1949, J. stanted again the coviespendence with Upostle Jafin Undriew
Widlse at 47 E. South Temple, Salt Lake City, by cause that Thusday Lenden Mission did net
answer to my letter, and fe answered on Octolier 3, 1956, because alisent in Nowvay and J. in weply
sent him a long letter with positive details, in which asted him to felp. me to be quickly baptized.

On November 13, 1950, e answered unte me that fe had written to President Samuel
E. Bringhunst of the Swiss-Uustrian Mission if fe could came down in Sicily and baptizing me.

On Mavembier 28, 1950, J. started convespendence with President Samuel E. Bringhurst
and, en January 18, 1951, he came in this Island and baptized me in the Thexmal Waters
of Tevmini Imenese, Province of Falevma, Sicily, Seuth Jtaly, at the presence of Matron
Lenora K..., Relief Society of the Mission; wife of the President;

On Upnil 16, 1954, J stasted the conespondence with President William Franz
Fenschon, successer of President Bringhuwwst, and through him, at Apul 28, 1956, into the
Celestial Ream of the Temple of Zollifkofen Benn, Switzedand, veceived the endowments of
the Celestial Hingdom where found the President Samuel E. Bringhuwwst, what President of
the STemple, and came assigned to the 2nd Eldews' Querum of Zudich. Both Presidents are
my progenitons teviestvial and spiditual, for having conselidated my etenal salvation, and
to see again the faces of the Foly Godhiead, and that of the Celestial God Mother, whe
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begetted me in spirit and brought up. me in the fixst etexnal.

This. finst step. in the Temple was followed of other steps for Temple work for my
ancestry, and for this held active cenespendence with successons President Mission. (Ut
Septembien 29, 1956, with President Jesse R. Cuxtis; at Cctolien 12, 1959, with President
Witliam S. Exelson; at February 29, 1964, with President Johin Mark Russen; whe were
all splendid with me in exceptional mannexs; at cawse of the ... waids. of the aerial fleets and
fights. of (unies. of the Wllied Military Government Cccupied Teviitory of this ... of War ));
who lbrought desolation, peverty, misery, destwction moral and matedal, and atreciows
unfiappiness in every sank of citizens, of which, since twenty years, that it is cver, cne can
see, at bave eye, the teviibilest traces of the wuins in cities and countiies.

Ut June 15, 1961, J 1evealed to the President of the 2nd Eldens Quorum of Zuwrich,
Wpred Guand, the desine to want going Temple to matee Temple Wonk for dead of my ancestuy,
and fie generously felped me to make the tvip; and J was doubily blessed; Temple werk for
my parents and the parents of my mother; and, at July 8, 1961, at the baptismal Fent near
Zurich, J enjoyed the blessing of God to be chasen by the Uittle sister, eight years eld, Chuistine
Ruth Wall, to impase the hands together at present Elders, and proncunced the subline form
confivm she what member of the Church of Jesus Chuist of Latter-day Saints;

At August 18, 1962, since July 20, 1961, that Ussistent postles Ebder Drye enganized
the Stake of Zion in Gevmany, was instituted a third Elders Quornum in Zollikofen Bexn, and
the President Quorum, Jacel Ritter, tack accond with President Mission William S. Exelesan,
Inesident District Robient Wllent Simend, and President of the Temple Walter Tnauffer, to
conuckie the Eldews campasing it, abiout 105 members and be, knowing my long distance and
my subitil econamy sent me the ticket and buothely lodge me in his fouse for the durability
of the Session , in which I made Temple waork for dead;

At Cctobien 3, 1964, President Johin Mark Russon, that had met me at Naples, to the
annual conference pril 24, 25, 1964, Branch Sewicemen, feard my prayer to want returning
to the Temple to make waork for dead of my grandmathier and grandfather, parents ef my
father, and fie, knowing my scarce savings by cawse ef my sickness, sent me the amount of
the ticket and se J cempleted my work for dead, leaving till now sixty-four friends--
Jtalians, Frenches, Geumans, Finnies, Englishes, in Spirits Weld, that J. believe all of their
have accepted the Gospel and J am the sole Jtalian Saint wuitten in the Recard of the
Temple of Salt Lake City, Zien of Latter-day Saints;

Re-epilogue: Do not wemain me now whe the grateful task of expressing my etexnal
gratitude to the Magnific President of the Univewity of Prnove; to the President of the
Chuwich, Elden Febien Jeddy Guant; Upastles: Elder Johin Undrew Widtsee; Elder Joseph .
Mewil; Elder Richard R. Lyman; President France Mission Elder D. §. Lang; Presidents
Swiss-Uustvian Mission, Elden Samuel E. Bringham; Elden William Franz Pewschon; Elder
Jesse R. Cuntis; Elden William S. Eneleson; Elder Johin Mark Russen; President 2nd
Cuarum of Elderns Wlfred Guaiin; Fresident 31d Quarum Zollite Fen Benn, Elder Jacel Ritter;
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Fnesident District Elden Robient Wlhext Simond; Presidents Temple, Elder Samuel E.
Bringhurst; Elden Walter Tnauffer; that all in vadicus ways have contributed to the
wealization of my Salvation inte the Hingdom of Gad of the last Dispensation of the Fulness
of Times. Und of meone J think of it, the mere I am impressed that the great benefit to me
became by the magic ferce of an unshakabile faith to believe the doctiine of the Pre-eanth life.

ws, otheuvise, they would fave believed the xemainder of the Beck ef Mormon, that I
tenaciously postiled in my preaching. Shey suppesed the notion that man fiad such a priox
existence way, freathien and as such rejected it as un-Chuistian in exigin and fact. They never
undewtoed John 7:5, "Und now, € Father, glorify theu me with thine cwn self with the glory
which J had with thee before the Werld was." There is undoubitedly a pre-eanth life. ""Und
bis. disciples asted him, saying, Master, whe did sin, this man ex his parents that he was
born blind?"" Ghe man ceuld not have sinned before fie was boxn unless fe lived in priox state
of existence--which implies that the Upastles believed in prion life. There is undoubitedly a
pre-eanth life state fene for Jesus and, since Jesus is nepresented as aur brather it implies that
all men had a similar pre-eanth life.

(Ut death this spiit, still abile te exercise the same thiee powers, goes into a wodd of
spinits, after which it nesumes its foumer bady, now changed te suit the new demands.
Thwough all these changews which are enly temporary the spiit ef man pewsists. In essence
it is. the same pexsenality whether unembodied, embadied, disembiodied, ax ne-embadied. Fere,
tuly, is a veal immoxtality--an immoxtality that is worthy of God. Umen.

Chasen Buother President Leavitt: Yeu can see what I have toiled hard for finding
salvatien in the Kingdom of Ged of whom spefee me a remainder of pages of a bock witheut
frantspice, in a time in which the Church was unfnewn in New York, that, since twenty years,
J could identify them to belong at a divine bock, denomined "Bock of Mormon,” editien
Pruatt 18579. Jt is tue divine Gaspel and the above abridgment witnesses my strongest faith,
until J was boy, in a pre-eanth life.

J pray yeu wanun to let copy it integrally into the Fistony Record of the Jtalian
District, so the future convents can learn openly that the man dees not live of sole bread, but
alse lives of the work ef God, nevealed in all the epacs fram Udam, and, since fe nineteenth
century, thuough the medium of the Chuvich of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

My desire is te greet John, Laul and you persenally, but since this cannct be, please
fnow that J. feep. dearest remembrance of you three in my Beck of Remembrance and, with
this line of leave, I send my appreciation and love. To each and all of you and families J
clasp. hands across the Tivienian sea in twe brotherhoed, and J am,

Your Brother-Elder
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