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The Story of Don Vincent Di Francesca
In His Own Words

A letter, written byVincenzo Di Francesca to Leavitt Christensen, President of the the Italian District of the Swiss Mission.

Transcription and Preface by Dan Knudsen

Do volunteer work at the MouiiimpanogosTemple, inAmerican Fork, Utah. One night, in December of 1997, whi

doing work for some Italian names, a fellow worker mentioned that he had a copy of the original manuscript w

DonVincent Di Francesca to the Italy District President, from which the 1988 movie "How Rare a Possession" was

Two of my daughters,\issa (14) and Karina (16) and | typed it ikitord Perfect, hoping to spread it around to those wt

are interested.

We used thirteen pages of a hard-to read copy of the original account, written by Brother Di Francesca on May 28t

My daughters complained that it was hard to read; to me it was easy because I've been reading Danish Parish Record
1-1/2 years, where the handwriting keeps changing, just as you get one style figured out!

After re-reading our transcription and comparing it with the original, | made quite a few corrections. | have tried
his original spelling, phrases and words, taking the liberty only of breaking it into more paragraphs than he did.

The entire page was full of print --there were no gims-- and sometimes the copy cuf wfords; hence, "..." was
inserted where the word couldn't be determined; a few other words couldn't be made out, and "..." was used again to sh

It is obvious that English was not his first language, but since many of us don't have a real command of the lang
shouldn't really be a problem--mainly it's a curigsitpw he put things togetheand formed words we're not used to seei
He tried to spell phoneticalland realizing that, his spelling makes sense--i.e., series, for sérieuws words | don't know what
he intended to say
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Top: Vincenzo Di Francesca
as a Potestant Minister
about age twenty-six. (ca 1914)
Right: The actual copy of the
Book of Mormon, without the
title page, that Whcenzo found
on top of a heap of ashes in a
barrel, in New ¥rk City.

© 2003 Bella Sion, Inc. ( http://www.bellasion.org )
Permission granted to reproduce these materials on a limited basis for personal use only



Bella Sion / Biogr aphies The Stor  y of Don Vincent Di Francesca / 2

7 Gibilmanna Stret, Gratteri, Pwince of Paleno
May 28, 1965

Hail T rue Spiritual Israel - Branch of Ephraim - Chosend8rer -

President Leauvitt:

mind and hears the sublime faith in the Godhead.
The two encounters, in Naples Chgth in Spring 1964-1965 and in
precise dates, weeks and months of Apelsareet in my mempand
in my isolation in this Eastelimit, the ememberance is a fine cotnfo
to me that | shall live in it in myasurected condition, in the Millennial Era.

N ice in its own vgmnal beauty Zion smiles and enamours who feel|l

"By their works you will know that they armine." And it isgally because the Saint
among the Italian Gentiles hfr as the light of the Sun with that of the Stars. | intetipg
Malachi say; "If Zion in this second coming of the Redeemer should fall, with it sho!
fade the whole human race, and the 8oq@ Counsil of Heaven, will people the globe wi
another race of being, who will beeralyeying to obsgerthe divine Commandments and |
that do not, the actual generation offisetk of today of three miliads, seven huned
thousand and nine huredr twenty seven ob&ethis last geat Dispensation of the Fulness
of Times, at the door of the Millennium, angdrtg to constrct the Kingdom of God for th
salvation of the past and psent souls. The devil, with his malice, has made so much sc
the human race be a cat who eats the own little cats, killingothleet; Saints and thei
proper Redeemer on th@€3. This agument gave meason in a discussion into the saloc
of the Establishment of Theal Waters of Temini Imeres last daywhee | have been the
weeks to carmy infimity Arthristism. For this motive | answer with delay to your grateft
letter of April 20, 1965.

With much pleas@ | made an abridgment of my stawritten in my book oemembrance
in whom is begun a page irdmdrto the codinating of the Italian Branch of he Chelr of
Jesus Christ of Latteday Saints, the tre kingdom of God on Har initiated with the
Militar y Sewvice man Saints under theedtion of the Swiss MissioneRBrdent Russon Johr
Mark, and conducted by Eld&rothers John Duns, Jr1963, and Leavitt Christiansen
1964, 1965, both Bsidents of the Branch.

Faith is a magic fare. The Book of Monon has been my Missiopan one day of the
first fortnight of Felwary 1910-- Religious Criculum \itae

| born at 9:00 o'clock, A.M., of September 23, 1888, under the Zodiacal sign "Bala
and the Planet ¥nus,” in the town of Gnatteri,dnce of Paleno, Sicily Kingdom of
Italy . Both signs have a potent influence on the studies of Holy Sesitiiall religions
of the world. Christian and Heathen. But to cultivate this gift in my mind was
surrounding air wher| grew and lived in midst to kinsqwe to gject the tinsel of translators
of Old and New Testament ofamote epocs until their days, nothing knowing of the ac
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Dispensation of the Fulness afles, because unknown in this Island of Sitidwing the
President La@nzo Snow limited his mission in Switzerland, and thaidr of High
Piedmont, Nath West Italian. By principle they wer not fevent bigots except é& of them
of the XVIII and XIX centuries, who welPriests Peachers Catholic, Apostolic, Romal
Universal Churh of Rome. Thus | till the infancy hedeudite discussion on thefam-
ers and schisms in the mentioneddBefrRome.

My par ents werx Joseph Di Franesca and Marianne Di Maria, botmborthis town
of good while, and maed in fresh age.

At Feboary 22, 1892, my mother passed awdgaving orphan her chilein
Josephine, Antonineingent, and weemained in carof her pagnts: Mary and Antonine
DiMatria;

At October 20, 1893, my fathe-maried in second wedding to Jane Giallouhbar
and of this manage bon other two chilén: Sarah and James;

At September 26, 1895, | stad to flequent the first elementarlass, State Schools
and so for the years 1896, second, 189d,th898 fouth 1899 fifth;

In all after school of these years, my grandfather Antonine would that | lkeadived
private eligious teachings of a Salesiaeather c&in Vincent Serio, a cousin of him, wi
unfold me to ead with emphasis the Old and Neestament; and | was so much succe
in all lessons that he, at the endyypsed me with these dsar"Thou art blessed!"

At November 3, 1900 | was admitted t@fuent the first class gymnasium, belong
to a Gymnasium Lay-Clerical of Cefale town, wééistudied eligion till July 2, 1905;

At September 20, 1905, mythrer Antonine, theasident to New &tk City U.S.A.,
invited me to pass tleethe Semingrvacation and I, about 17 years, obtained a place
second class on the Steam Ship OCity of Naples,O disembarked abikeloi, at
October 12, 1905. At home | the first ,dpk friendship with a friend of mydiher a
Methodist Pastgrnamed Ariel Dibellon, Italian Brandi Chapel. Soon | became a teag
of that congegation and, for my merit, theeherable mposed me to dguent the
Evangelical Course of both Old and Nesstiment, at Knox College of Nevork, whee
| got my degee of Pastor with gat hongrat November 24, 1909;

At Febuary 1910, in a coldest nmong of the first foinight, the keeper of the Italian
Chapel bought me a bill of my Elder Collegue Scarillo, which he gave me intelligent
he was sick of influence at bed, and begged meyongeself to his abode down blow Fift
Avenue toaceive ingictions about gent practice of Btonotario to ingtict them. So | did,
and, while I walked on the right sidewalk ind&dway towads the Battey, of New York,
and properly befoe the door of the OHouse of the Marderher now is the High Palace
of the OSinger Machine Compénthe stmg high lreze of the WWd of Sea, who cameofn
the opened Sea did move the pages of some thing like baokuffon a bael full of
ashes, eady to be tombed into the City cleanline car
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The fom of the pages and the shape of the bottom of there,wde=binded, gave m:¢
the idea that it wera eligious book and the curiosity pushed me tooapprit and taking
care to ead the pess. At first gazeecognized it was a&lrgious book and picked up it,
beated it against thautrk of the bael looked to the dintspice and found it tesd, the fuy
of the wind tuned in my hands the pages and I, in haste, coeétl rAima, Mosiah,
Mormon, Mooni, Isaia, Lamanite names that |, in my life, never had dearname, and
be by the haste to go on be by the cold wdw iy face, | wrapped the d&d book in the
newspaper that | had bought at thee@t Post building and continued my walk tadgathe
house of my collegue Scavillo.

\U

Ther, after wods of comfdrand took accdrwhat | should do for him, and had the
keys of the shelf, geted him ancetook the way ofetum to home, thinking who might b
those strange personas, and as thapPRet Isaia wee among them or he evaome other
Isaia of other eligious book, against the Oldstament.

Joined at home 46-48 Oakestt, down cifyand took dfcoat and cloves, seated befor
the wind anxious to know what wen the died pages, opened the packet anairigrthe
teared pages and the wholes, got knowledge of the s@hgious of the book and, after
having ead the pages of Isaia, | was convinced that iterereligious book, who talked
of things to come as they ev@ome, but unknown the €huwho teached publicity such
doctrine, by cause existed none name on the cover andtfiec#, since the pagesews
striped of.

D

—

The lectue of the declarations of the witnesses gave me a potent confidence ¢ha
a true book, inhent to the New dstament. Then | descended in theestented into the
drugstoe, bought 20 cents of disnaralcohol, ascended up oom with cotton wetted qf
alcohol washed the nastness of all pages and inestiaie €a... with tre love of intellect,
that remainder of pages who gave me light and knowledgeexradvelation, who left me
chamed to think the sa@ flom whes came, and desyred myself as could find the seq
who possessed such tenet. The éecfiguch pages left in my megnarstrong magnet who
attracted me tcead and e-read twice and twice, and émained in mind that ... camfted
with the Gospel of Meridianiffie and found it vgrfit to tell that it was a fifth Gospel of
the Redeemer

A4
—

A day | closed the door of myom with key and kneeled with the book in hagats, r
first the Chapter 10 of the Book of Mmi, and after prayed too the Etar Father in the
Name of His Son Jesus Christ, asked to tell me if that Book efetod and if it wergood,
true and util to mix the wds of it with the four Gospels of MatteMark, Luke, and John
in my preaching publicity; and while | was in that pose, to await positive ansfeérall
me body becoming cold and my tieapalpitate, as if it would talk, and a gladness as i
| had found something of jgcious, of extradmary, who beard sweet consolation and le
in my memagrsupreme joy that human language finds notdgoio descript it, so much i
arcanum.

— —h
—

U)

All was easy without éord to my understand, and neok read its pieces newould
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read and ma | thought of it the merl was impressed that | hadeceived the assurang

that God had answed to my prayer in that waynd that that emainder of book was o
greatest benefit to me and toagato each and of all who listen its d®r

For few days my peaching was stringed of new @gof the Book of Manon and
the listenersemained so much amazed whewet satisfacted of my collegues'nsanms,
and at high and intellegible voice, asked: "Why they do ratprthe sweetgarments who
preaches Don iNcent?" This benevolence made me damege, because my colleg
thrown by the indiérence of the members who left the chapel while teshpd and wher
| was on the pulpit they listened with pleasyand wes convinced that God talked ..yev
time, and some talk of the Bible is figurative, anemgthe esteem towame, became
angeed and begun the ohstiion towals me and theemainder book of unknown origi
that they attributed to Sataneyy human miset

I, an afternoon for the first time, was intgpted in the meeting by thieé/\énerable
to be less fancier while | talked of Myarthe Virgin and substened theisign ofl Nephi
chapter 11:15, 36, that he had shown by an Angel, about 600 year<ihefst; he without
any shame contradicted that, my as3erwee arbitraries, so of Mosiah, AlmH| and IV
Nephi, Mormon, EtheMoroni. This arogant authority encoraged my collegues and in
my meetings they did hédheir weight. These contradictories madelrakto such indignity
and | became disobedient to the discussatngarand to the obgance of the methods @
the Sect, and they declaring me ndegaifle, denounced me to the Committee of &€ el
and it, with fathenal words, counseled me to bdine book of the devil that haddght so
much touble to the harony of the lmthers who loveth me of giant love.

In contradictoy to the counsel laplied: "The apostrphe 'devil' given to the book
an opened contempt to thedwoir God, contained in it, of theophet lIsaia that | have
contolled wod by wod with our Old estament and found it @cise under eyarespect,
and the Witings, Pophets and wadss testifies who the book is of God, that weeaalwl
schooling the Christoloin, although it netes to what Clulirit belongs but a thing is-ce
tain that it talks about the appearance of the Redeaft@rhis cucifixion, to a emote people,
organized in nation in the continent, and the Redeemer himgaalzed a chwh with
Apostles and Priesthood like the @huthat he ganized during his minigtamong the
Jews in Palestine, and gave commandments and laws. God, in this instasd geastirat
say: "We have got a Bible and cannot be any Bible"; and He tells to you openly in |
rebuke: "O fools you will have a Bible; and it shalbpeed fah from the Jews my ancien
covenant people and you thank the jews that they gave you a Bible. Know you notehg
are moe nations than one? For behold | shall speak unto the Jews and they shall w
and | shall speak unto the other tribes of the House of Israel, which | led away and {
shall write it, and | shall also speak unto all nations of the tBaand they shall write it.

And it shall come to pass that the Jews shall have thdswadrthe Nephites and the
Nephites and the Jews shall have thedsaf the lost tribes of Israel; and the lost tribe

of Israel shall have the wals of the Nephites and Jews; and it shall come to pass that
people, which ar of the house of Israel, shall be ga#ehome into the land of the

f
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possessions."
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The geat tiouble with most of us is that we do not apply the teachings of the Gos
ourselves. we do not examine ourselves and find oainwver ag failing. "Knowledge
without practice is like a glass eye--all for show and nothing for use." If leterlose one
of my eyes | cdaaninly would buy a glass eye immediatelythink if | lost them both |
would buy a couple glass eyes. But | wouldeber to look that much better than if | had
none whateveBut thee is nothing trer than the fact that it is was that count.
Faithwithout works is dead, like the body without spirg.alVknow that the body is of no
value when the spirit leaves it. It is only a question oftsime when we must ut. We
could not keep it. It is what we do and not what we say that counts. It is absolute obe
to the lod and the desrto know what the Labmwants us to do and to know

-

The book, that the Committee counsetstilks of a chuoh, who the missed pages, d
not let know wherit is, vey different of the Catholic Clulw; of whom the Methodist made
shism. And it's better instead ofiing the book that we practice what is into it, atelrdgr
it gives us merlight and knowledge in all our works and teachings to others. |, franl
talking, do not bur the book, because fear God, having asked to him ifuig,isutd my
prayer was answexd affir matively positively without shade of doubt, that | feel again ip
my both he#@rand mind and whole body in this same instant, in which defend his [c
against you all, neither | penit to bun it, being my testimonyér. And, since you in tg
pronounce the sentence ta that eminder of pages of a book of being a origined by
"devil," | tell you that is proper the "devil* who suggest you to ipérin your decision,
under fom of a fatherly to bring you in peition like Judas Iscariot who sold the Redeeme
for thirty pennies.

| do not do it, | do not give you this pleagut is, in this instant discusses beftire
thrown of God, and encourage me to tell you, face to face, that youreegéglass and
are near to God with worse but far with love him with the potence of your bodies, minc
heats; and, with the wdiss of the RedeemélY ou are sepulches paint of white!" It was
at the spark of fie to the powder into a gun. The Committee got up and cried at mi of
"It is enough! We intimate to you do notfefd our authority in discipline college. Tha
book, who opgssed you must be bed, or will pocue you series displeagst"

My reply: | r epeat do not barthe book! | do not accept your fatherlybly want a
peffidy! And want it proper of me. After obtained a divine camfof the tuth of the book
| pr efer to go out of the comgation rather who ming the book!"

At April 25, 1914, this heavy conflict had is epilgue leefloe Council of Peace of the
Sect, and | was invited at a conciliation. But the subject of the judgement was not
changed, and theidé \énerable stéed the inteogatoy with affable manners, believing
that my uneducibility wex being pvoked by the sharp ways of the members of
Committee Discipline. And he spoke with much benevolence: "It is our loveeshywadeat
pretends to save youom sue pedition then, this meing, we one thing must do gve
offence to fagive. You know our love for you that have made of all the possible to help
in and out of the college, and weeavalways being glad of your pmpt assiduity in all
abodes and we always will do it with highest pleasafrtiuer elder others, but you must

—
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remember that our principal Rule is the obedience lelgpéatful, and absolute oM must
be moe that persuaded convinced that that we do in this matter is for your good, autial the
IS our long sufer your preaching the quaclesf that remainder book twn in tomb, byr
unschooled and unvaluedm who possessed it. Then, you must be noble asedveingr
to bun that vessel of falsehoods, that has eedetteress to our love ofdthers of the
Good Shepher

My reply: "The talking of the Committee was not grate to me by the sole fac
proposing drastically to barthe book without a see examine of what said Isaia and t
Resurect Redeemer who instituteceua Chuch in a nation of this continent, who existe
in that epoc, who spoke of him to come as if leecerre, neither grate is unto me you tal
ing, because if archanged the musicians the music is always the same, namelpyo
the book with fe, without an examination of its contained. Down... Down... such per
counsel, because if | buthe Book dénd the Godhead of which ig@nent in the declaration
of the witnesses of the book, who was written on plates of brass and old and they sé
such plates; and, | that have had the positive amsce that what contains the bookues; tr
buming it | become a disdained soul by the Godhead to which prayed to give light and kn
unto me on the contained of it, and will be a slaweefoe and fugitive beferthe face of
God, as Judah Iscariot. Then, down...! down...! down...! such perileous counsel...!' | 0
the divine councel to keep holy @mainder of the unknown book, who knows, if a day
might be popitious unto me, unto you, and other people salvation"

The Mce \énerable: "Your proud spirit evil agee with us; and you know well to insult
us with the salvation of an unknown book, well, answer to this lashgaepent or not of
your stubbaress!!"

My reply: No. Other mear that your authority might do it is to excommunicate
The first judge: "I nothing moe: it is enough the Counsil of Peace has been too forbe.
with your critical wads!" My r eply with the Book of Manon opened in hands: "Praise t
God, the Eteal Father and gloy to the Son Jesus Christ and to the Holy Ghost of the Iac
and it is safe. Holy Tinity give me fare to consex spotless the grace that | haeeeaived
to know the tith divine contained in thesmainder of pages of book. | shall be faithful t
all that it has illumined my mind to add upon to that that | knew of both Old and Ne
Testament, and give me the ofypoty to be associated to the people to whom belon
book. Ah! what joy that day that | shall depaof such Chuh and to know its philosoph
who cdainly is superior to this that | have leaed till today Oh! what sh... me will be t
day in which the composings this Counsel of peace will knouthihentt befar the eyes of
the memgrof each member will begsent the judgment of today who, with ak&rof pen
to cancel my spotless past byeaching theuth that they want not to ponder and look foi
finding the sowre whex it is the Master of faithful people who have seen the Redeemer|J
Christ esurected."

| here concealed because tlee Wenerablegad the Decision took by the Council
Peace against me and [, at high head with the book contested in hands, listened th
who justified my emontion of my degg of Paster and eyeright and privilege in the Sec
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D

of the Good SheplleiEnded the lectutold me if | had something to tell and my answ
was: "As you have judged me todawu will be judged by the Master the day in which y
will see his lightening face and he will askson of this iniquitous sentence. And raisin
high the Book of Manon cried: God, Etet Father defend thy right against the stubiass
of this high assembly of judge!" Then the&/\énerable, saw in that act, of that act ézhr
and cried with voice of debased man: "Enough! enough! with your false Theoghony! B
begone!" And | went way with &sh courage to have defended my cause and that of the
of Mormon, consisting ikmainder of pages of an unknown book.

Q0O

= M

At May 15, 1914, the Supme Synod examined a list of member subscribers anc
my disobediences called me to be judicious to abandon that infedel bep&randeing the
Synod of good intention to pan my stubboess, and, at my negative answer: "that | hay
not bon to beat the hdrillustrious doors, make butefe shall un the kingdom of the death,
neither richnesses nor honors with fraud and vileness the vendicayeche=agten will not
see me." Thus confied the Decision, classed me habitual andegtole ebel against the
ordinances of theeligious sect and pnounced definitively my distanaanfirthe body of the
Chuch, with the loss of all thedinances and becoming a simple lay;

At November 27, 1914, the Italian consulate of Newvkrcalled me at the Ars with
my class of Levy of Toops 1888, and | embarked for Italy on the Steam Ship "Earl Wh
Hand," disembarked at the Poof Naples, and was incorped in the 127th Regimer
Infantr y at Florence Cityin quality of simple soldieand efective at the 10th Company;
and after past to the Company Command,;

~ ~—+

At May 24, 1915, | was put into movement and sent to thetfaf actions of combat
in trench at Pava, Zagora, Zagoni, and followed all the folly of the attacks, day and nic
of the Regiment, living hours of atarof death, and ewesott of suffering of war in tench
and camp;

At August 5, 1916, | was denounciated by the Catholic Apostolic Roman Chapla
the Regiment to the Colonnel Commander of defeatism, for ¢lagetrthe histgrof the
people of Ammon whickfused to fight and buried thendg as a testimony that they ha
never used them; and if the Lamanitegweme against the Lamanites wtetlsed to take
up the ams and destiy them they shall go to God and be saved;

At August 6, 1916, the Colonnetlexed that | wee escaed to his place and the
Commander of the Company took me with the Book ofidvioeind pesented both Book of
Mormon and me to the Colonnel, whichdearjustification, invited me to state the Chapit
24 of the Book of Alma. | did it befer his simultaneous ggence, and he examined wijt
agrimoneous preon... the contained and other subtil questions, hogvihwwessess of suc
remainder of book without name and the scope why Is it in English tongue, anima- vel
by the Chaplain of my dérent eligion, and being himself a bigot descendent of famil
Saint Alphonsu of the Liquoris, of Naples, cadinal of the Catholic, Apostolic, Rom:
Chuch, who written and published "Book of B&rMaxims,” not much convinced of m
asset, with low preconceit, punished me with ten days of imprisonment under a teat t

o
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and watey with distust of relating not ma the histgr of degraded people that euthe
American Red Skins.

At June 20, 1919, | was dischged and etumed into the States of the Union. &€Her
met an old friend Mike Savaco, Pastor of the Methodist&@huwho knew my eceeding
history, and touched of my ill usage of ...; praizing straight famyiaamong the member
of the Synod, and much esteem of me, franklyceded in my favor to be admitted
congegation as lay-mther and after made steps for a sae econciliation.

=

It was very hard, but, at the end, came with absolute specification of experiment
| should follow my protector in almad mission. So | was at Auckland, New Zealanc
Dominion Road, No, 253; At Sidnggustralia, No. 3 Cown Steet, wher| found Italian
emigration who made series question about the gospel translated in editions of Cath
Protestant translators among whom Deadatus, son of Saint Augustin, a high father oi
Catholic, Apostolic, Roman Chkbr They wer unsatisfacted by the answers of Mike
Savaco, and he with anger let them tiongpte, and positivel\erolved the questions unto ne
I, on possess of theuth convinced them but they would knowenhkad leamed such
teachings and, of consequence, | spoke of the Book afidviott was sweet for them but
vel bitter for my collegue, which almost gy he gumbled with me, but | felt in my
mind and hedra strong will to peach the tith divine. Mike, for zeal till the agple, in his
repots denounced me "Mwoion," with the Motto "The wolf loses the hair but not the vice
and again the Synod put in vigour the Decision May 15, 1914, and | veaefaut of the Sect.

At May 18, 1930, while | made an analysis of a piece oéich cloth noemembed
the significance of a pulley invented by arfeéh Inventor and tried to find it in theeRch
Dictional in my possess, and while | seeked ihtog the pages of the letter M, weinder
my eyes the wds OMomon SectO. Then, for curigsigad the whole specification with
vivid attention and in the supposition that iteniehegnt to theeamainder of pages of the
Book that | possessed, | vate upon a piece of taon on the table "Manons Sector kegs
d'una religion inventee in Amerigue vers 183WdPWniversitie" and translated in English
compaed them with the scripad of the Book, without name, and at May 29, 1930, thoug
to write to the Magnific Risident of University of Bro, to ask infenation about aamain
der of Book who talks of Nephi, Alma, Moron, Isaia, Lamanites, etc., and, ... he gave|r
intelligence that he had passed my letter to tesidant of the Chalr of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, alias Momon, and he dainly will give precise infanation that, that
Book without name in your possess belongs to thistChur

At June 16, 1930, the €sident of the Chualr of Latterday Saints of Salt Lake City
Utah, USA, Heber Jeddy Grant, answedrmy letter sending a copy of the Book of
Mormon, in Italian language translated by &sident Lanzo Snown 1854, while he was
a Missional in Switzerland, and yet telling that he had im@d too the IBsident of
European Missions in Liverpool, England, "That he in that day was in vacation at S
Lake City He, few days late written meofn Liverpool and sent me the Gospel messaLg

u

At June 5, 1932, Apostle John Aerdr Wdtsoe came to Naples to baptize me, b
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~

revolution between Fascists and anti Fascists in this Island did deny by the Police
Great Police Station of Palero, to go to Naples, and lemained to be baptized to walt
other chance, like Moses in attention of thmised land;

At September 22, 1934, | stad the coespondence with Apostle JosepMeErril,
successor in theddidence to Apostle John Aswl\idtsoe, for being baptized but it wa
impossible to be done, for botadtents of France Mission, D. I. Lang and Francis Salze
of Swiss-Genan Mission; and also for me, that | was called to thenarby the African-
Etiopean Vdr. At my retun Apostle Joseph.RMMerril, in 1936, put my name in the list of
Millennial Star, bu being in continue contact with thecGhand it was sent unto me til
1940, and it was stopped by thea¥\I of this nation;

[72)

On Januay 14, 1937, after Apostle Joseph Merril, | star ted coresponding with
Apostle Richad R. Lyman; with Pesident Hugh B. Bown, who came to Rome to baptiz
me, but the letter of invite to me to go to Rome waseatehvign delay the day which the
President and family let Rome te-enter in Zion, by cause caMA, and all missionaries
fleed way in Zion and | ested without hope to be baptized.

~

14

The successor todadident Hugh B. Bown was Pesident Anaiw K. Anastasion, in
London and after the declaration ofavMl of this nation emained cut out of news of The
Chuch, but always faithful fellower and ... pacher of the Gospel of the Dispensation
the Fulness of imes evgwhee, being in possess of the Staddaroks of the Chah that
| translated in my idiom and sent the imiaot Chapters by Post to persons of my acquanta
with the cated geeting, "Good day: "The Moing Breaks-Johovah Speaks-of the immaor
tal Hymn of Apostle Parley p. Pratt;

—

=]

On Fehwary 13, 1949, | stated again the cagspondence with Apostle Jahn Asvdr
Widlse at 47 E. Southéimple, Salt Lake Cifyoy cause that Thursday London Mission did no
answer to my lettemnd he answed on October 3, 1956, because absentwaywand | in reply
sent him a long letter with positive details, in which asked him to help me to be quickly ba

On November 13, 1950, he aned/@mto me that he had written testdent Samuel
E. Bringhurst of the Swiss-Austrian Mission if he could come down in Sicily and baptizir

[{an}

On November 28, 1950, | stad carespondence withégident Samuel E. Bringhurst
and, on Januay 18, 1951, he came in this Island and baptized me in thendlhéfaters
of Temini Imerese, Povince of Paleno, Sicily South Italy, at the pesence of Mabn
Lenora K..., Relief Society of the Mission; wife of thesitent;

On April 16, 1954, | stared the coespondence with ¢dident Wiam Franz
Perschon, successor oesident Bringhurst, and thmgh him, at April 28, 1956, into the
Celestial Room of theemple of Zollikofen Ber, Switzerland, eceived the endowments |c
the Celestial Kingdom wleefound the Resident Samuel E. Bringhurst, whaesident of
the Temple, and came assigned to the 2nd Eldersu@uair Zurich. Both Residents a
my progenitors teestrial and spiritual, for having consolidated my mdésalvation, and
to see again the faces of the Holy Godhead, and that of the Celestial God Wtaiher
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begetted me in spirit anabght up me in the first etat.

This first step in the @mple was followed of other steps foeniple work for my
ancesly, and for this held active cespondence with successoesiBent Mission. At
September 29, 1956, witheBident Jesse R. @ar at October 12, 1959, witheBident
William S. Eekson; at Febary 29, 1964, with Pesident John Mark Russon; who wer
all splendid with me in exceptional manners; at cause of the ... raids of the aerial flee:
fights of Amies of the Allied Militay Govenment Occupiederitory of this ... of Vér II;
who bought desolation, power misey, destuction moral and material, and atrious
unhappiness in ewerank of citizens, of which, since twenty years, that it is @wercan
see, at bar eye, the t@olest traces of thaiins in cities and countries.

At June 15, 1961, lavealed to the Psident of the 2nd Elders Qumarof Zurich,
Alfr ed Grand, the desito want going@mple to makeémple Vrk for dead of my ancegir
and he geneusly helped me to make the trip; and | was doubly blessextple work for
my parents and the pants of my mother; and, at July 8, 1961, at the baptismal Font ne
Zurich, | enjoyed the blessing of God to be chosen by the littlegktgrears old, Christing
Ruth Wolf, to impose the hands together aspnt Elders, andgmounced the sublinerfor
of the Geat Priesthood of Melchizedk upon her head for the gift of the Holy Ghost
confim she what member of the Chwf Jesus Christ of Lattelay Saints;

At August 18, 1962, since July 20, 1961, that Assistent Apostles Ejeecoffanized
the Stake of Zion in Geany, was instituted a thar Elders Quamm in Zollikofen Ber, and
the Pesident Quam, Jacob Rittetook accalwith President Mission Wiam S. Eekson,
President District RolteAlbett Simond, and Rrsident of the dmple Walter Trauffer, to
convoke the Elders composing it, about 105 members and he, knowing my long disif
my subtil economy sent me the ticket asttldsty lodge me in his house for the durabilit
of the Session , in which | madeniple work for dead;

At October 3, 1964, &ident John Mark Russon, that had met me at Naples, to t
annual confeznce April 24, 25, 1964, Branch ieemen, hahrmy prayer to wantetuning
to the emple to make work for dead of my grandmother and grandfgihemts of my
father, and he, knowing my scarsavings by cause of my sickness, sent me the amou
the ticket and so | completed my work for dead, leaving till now sixty-four frienc
Italians, Frenches, Gaans, Finnies, Englishes, in Spiriterlty, that | believe all of their
have accepted the Gospel and | am the sole Italian Saint written in thed Rédbe
Temple of Salt Lake CityZion of Latterday Saints;

~

~s

2 M

| -

Re-epilogue: Do noemain me now who the grateful task of esping my eteal
gratitude to the Magnific Rsident of the University of &o; to the Rasident of the
Chuch, Elder Heber Jeddy Grant; Apostles: Elder John émdhidtsoe; Elder Joseph F
Merril; Elder Richad R. Lyman; President France Mission Elder D. J. Lange$tdents
Swiss-Austrian Mission, Elder Samuel E. Bringham; Eld#iiam Franz Perschon; Elder
Jesse R. Ctis; Elder Wiliam S. Eekson; Elder John Mark Russon; égident 2nd
Quoum of Elders Alfed Graiin; Pesident 3t Quoum Zollito Fen Bar, Elder Jacob Ritter;
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President District Elder RoleAlbert Simond; Pesidents &mple, Elder Samuel E
Bringhurst; Elder Wlter Trauffer; that all in various ways have contributed to the
realization of my Salvation into the Kingdom of God of the last Dispensation of the Fult
of Times. And of merl think of it, the ma | am impressed that the epait benefit to me
became by the magicdeiof an unshakable faith to believe the doctrine ofdheair life.

My fanatic sectarians judges believed that our liféhldiee is the beginning of life for
us, othewise, they would have believed #maainder of the Book of Mmon, that |
tenaciously postiled in my gaching. They supposed the notion that man had such a p
existence was heathen and as segtted it as un-Christian in origin and fact. They nev
understood John 7:5, "And np®@ Fatherglorify thou me with thine own self with the glor
which | had with thee be®the VWrld was." Thee is undoubtedly a preath life. "And
his disciples asked him, saying, Mast®ho did sin, this man or his jgats that he was
bomn blind?" The man could not have sinned ledierwas borunless he lived in prior state
of existence--which implies that the Apostles believed in prior life.iJledoubtedly a
pre-eath life state hax for Jesus and, since Jesus@@sented as ourdiher it implies that
all men had a similar pe-eath life.

At death this spirit, still able to exsse the same #& powers, goes into a world of
spirits, after which it @asumes its famrer body now changed to suit the new demand
Through all these changers which anly temporarthe spirit of man persists. In essenge
it is the same personality whether unembodied, embodied, disembediethatied. Her
truly, is a real immotality--an immotality that is wothy of God. Amen.

Chosen Bither Pesident Leavitt: ¥u can see what | have toiled ddor finding
salvation in the Kingdom of God of whom spoke neenainder of pages of a book withou
frontspice, in a time in which the €Chuvas unknown in Nework, that, since twenty years|,
| could identify them to belong at a divine book, denomined "Book ahdhgr edition
Pratt 1879. It is tue divine Gospel and the above abridgment withessesnggsitfaith,
until I was boy, in a pre-eath life.

'

| pray you warm to let copy it integrally into the HisyoRecod of the Italian
District, so the futue convés can lean openly that the man does not live of s@adyrbut
also lives of the work of Godvealed in all the epoc®fn Adam, and, since he nineteen
centuy, through the medium of the Gttuof Jesus Christ of Lattelay Saints.

—

My desire is to geet John, Paul and you personallyut since this cannot be, plea
know that | keep dea&st emembrance of youdlerin my Book of Remembrance and, w
this line of leave, | send my apgciation and love.oTeach and all of you and families |
clasp hands aass the Trenian sea intle bothehood, and | am,

— UJ

Y our BrotherElder

o \Qinanlr [ Edancsa.
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